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The Ruins of a Synagogue at Capernaum 
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Wouldn’t You Like One or All of These 
Timely Books Without Money Cost to You? 














The Scofield Reference 
New Testament and Psalms 


‘THIs brings the concentrated 
results of the world’s reverent 
Biblical scholarship into your 
own home. 


It contains a complete synopsis 
of each book in the New Testa- 


ment; summaries of great Bible. 


truths; explanatory notes on the 
pages where needed ; and chain 
references on many subjects. 


The book is bound in durable 
cloth, printed in clear, black- 
faced type, and measures 5x 7% 
x 5@ inches, 


Especially valuable to Sunday 
school teachers in connection 
with the International Uniform 
Lessons, which are in the Gospel of 
John for the first quarter of 1937. 


St. John 
By W. Graham Scroggie 


COMMENTARY on the 

‘* Heart of the Gospels,’’ by 
a world famous expositor of the 
Scriptures, 


In these meditations Dr. Scrog- 
gie has concentrated the results of 
a life devoted to Bible study and 
exposition. He divides the Gos- 
pel into three parts : 


Chapters 1-12, the Revelation of 
God as Life to the World. 


Chapters 13-17, the Revelation of 
God as Light to the Dis- 
ciples, 


Chapters 18-20, the Revelation of 
God as Love to All. 


Another valuable book on the les- 
sons from January to March, 1937. 


Bible Reader’s Encyclopedia 


and Concordance 


OVERS more than four hun- 
dred pages, offering many of 
the features contained in a con- 
cordance, Bible dictionary, and 
encyclopedia, all under a single 
alphabetical arrangement.  In- 
cludes index of persons, places, 
and subjects ; harmony of the Gos- 
pels, list of miracles and parables ; 
chronological tables; dictionary 
of Biblical customs, animals and 
plants. 





Several pages are given to a 
classified index of all texts about 
God, and a similar study of the 
life of Christ. Contains thirty-two 
actual photographs of the Holy 
Land, reproduced in exceptional 
detail and brilliance by the photo- 
gravure process. Bound in blue 
flexible Persianette. 





When the Days 
Seem Dark 


By Philip E. Howard 


O THEY ever seem dark to 
you? Are they really so? 
And what is the answer that our 
lives are to give to the often 
perplexing and intricate personal 
problems of these tangled days? 


How are we to meet the crises, 
the changing circumstances, the 
heavy demands on body, mind, 
and spirit that crowd upon us? 


This book faces such questions 
squarely, and its conclusions are 
rich in comfort and encourage- 
ment. 





Unveiling the Future 


A CAREFULLY planned book 

covering the outstanding 
themes and details of Bible 
prophecy. 

Twelve chapters by twelve dif- 
ferent authors give what most 
people want to know on this great 
subject. The writers are: Harry 


Rimmer, A. C. Gaebelein, W. B. ~ 


Riley, C. G. Trumbull, James 
M. Gray, Keith Brooks, L. Sale- 
Harrison, Donald G. Barnhouse, 
Roy T. Brumbaugh, A. I. Brown, 
W. L. Pettingill, Richard T. Dun- 
ham, 


It is of extraordinary value to 
the Sunday school teacher or pas- 
tor for reference in studying and 
answering questions on Prophecy. 





Self-Pronouncing Bible 
(King James Version) 


pe text only, clear, black- 

faced type, with pronouncing 
feature. Durably bound in flexible 
grained cover, with overlapping 
edges. Contains colored illustra- 
tions and maps, and valuable 
Bible study helps. Size 5x7% 
x1 inches. 





(Specimen of Type) 


‘7 ARE heed that ye do not your 
alms before men, te be seen of 
them: otherwise ye have no reward 
of your Father which is in heaven. 
2 Therefore when thou doest thine 
alms, do not sound a trumpet before 











An ideal edition for a gift, or 
award in the Sunday school, or 
for your own daily reading. 





Name can be stamped in gold 
on the cover for one additional 
subscription. 











e Any ONE of these may END your subscriptions to The ‘Sunday School 
How to Get These Books } S Times Company, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa., and make your’selection 
of books on the basis of one book for every five of 
these subscriptions. 





* be had im return for 
FIVE new Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscriptions to the 
Times, at.25 cents each, to be sent to five of your friends 
who have not been subscribers within the past six months. 
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Lesson 4.—Two Miracles of Mercy. 
John 5:1 to 6:71. 
Notes on Open Letters: 

Moody —and “Fancy Versions” 
The Poem on the Front Page 
Seven’ Reasons for Believing in the Second 

Coming. II. By Charles G. Trumbull, 

Litt.D. 
Chips from a Golden Gate Workshop. sr 

ter IV. By Richard E. Day, D.D. ...... 22 
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Notes from a Layman’s Greek Testament. 

By Ernest Gordon 
Children at Home 





The Young People’s Prayer Meeting. By 
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Teacher Training Questions. By Clarence 


Sas POURS 5.06400 15g bps Cassk sod bn te ype Onda 3 
For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
worth 


The Gates of the Year 
By John Mervin Hull 


(See note on the second page.) 


‘a. oe shadowy gates are swinging 
That hide the dawning year; 


The sound of muffied ringing 
Is swiftly growing clear ; 
The far off music, falling 
Like flute notes soft and low, 
Becomes a trumpet, calling, 
And I must rise and go. 


Lord, let my feet be surer + 
To walk the way unknown, 
My heart a kingdom purer, 
With love upon its throne; 
And let me have a vision 
Of truth, and life, and need, 
And hands of quick decision 
For every noble deed. 


And thus with humble gladness 
I greet the dawning year, 
With hope that conquers sadness, 
And love that casts out fear ; 
With courage for my roaming 
In mingled peace and strife, 
Till some day, in the gloaming, 
I find the gates of life. : 


ve 


Better Than Taking a City 

Faith still has its heroes. Among the 
mighty men and women of the eleventh of 
Hebrews were those “who through faith 
subdued kingdoms.” God’s people have laid 
aside the literal sword of the Old Testa- 
ment, and they no longer march against 
fortified cities. But they have taken up the 
Sword of the Spirit, and there is abundant 
opportunity for even greater, though less 
spectacular, victories. ‘He that is slow to 
- anger is better than the mighty; and he 
that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh 


a city” (Prov. 16:32). Here is an encour- 
aging word, and this comparison comes not 
from the new but from the old dispensation, 
Wherever a quick temper has been turned 
into gentleness or a sharp tongue softened 
by the grace of God through faith, there is 
a conquest that ranks with those of Hebrews 
11. “Oh, but,—”’ some one may say, “I 
am still not slow to anger and my spirit 
is unruly.” As long as this is said in pride, 
—as, alas, it sometimes is, — there is little 
hope of a change; but when it is said with 
sorrow, and perhaps almost in despair, then, 
indeed, there is hope. For the same almighty 
God who strengthened the right arm of 
those warriors of old is with us today and 
is “mighty to save.” He can rule our 
spirits, and by his Spirit bring forth in 
us “longsuffering, gentleness, goodness.” 


a 
The Silence of Doubt 


Doubting God’s Word closes our 
mouths. It mars our communion with God 
and spoils our testimony to others, It was 
the angel Gabriel who gave God’s word to 


Zacharias concerning the birth of John the 
Baptist, and Zacharias questioned this 
prophecy from Heaven. His question did 
not seem like a serious error, but Gabriel’s ~ 
later words show that it came from sinful 
doubt. Zacharias merely asked, “Whereby 
shall I know this?” and Gabriel replied, 
“Thou shalt be dumb .. . because thou 
believest not my words” (Luke 1: 18-20). 
His mouth was not opened again for many 
months, until he wrote that the name of 
his son should be John, in obedience to 
Gabriel’s earlier command. But then im- 
mediately his speech came back, and at that 
time or shortly after he was filled with the 
Spirit and pronounced the glorious Bene- 
dictus, uttering prophecies concerning both 
Christ and John. If we find it hard to 
speak to others about their souls, or to give 
comfort and assurance to those in trouble, 
perhaps it is because we are doubting some 
portion of God’s Word. But when we take 
him at his word, we hear him say, “I 
will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what 
thou shalt say” (Exod. 4:12). “When we 
walk with the Lord, in the light of His 
Word, what a glory He sheds on our way!” 


M 


The Preaching That Brings Revival 


An editorial by Ernest M. Wadsworth 


may be quickly defined. But first of 
all, who can preach such sermons? 
Revival sermons are preached by men who 
live rigidly within the circle of the will of 
God. Living for God is absolutely essen- 
tial to preaching for God. God wants a 
man after his own heart through whom he 
can promote revival. He needs men of un- 
blemished character, who borrow not their 
sermons from others either in part or in 
whole, but who, because they have access 
into the presence of their Lord and sit at 
his feet, become wiser than their teachers. 
The eyes of the Lord still run to and fro 
throughout the earth to find such men. In 
our Lord’s letters to the ministers of the 
seven churches in Asia, responsibility for 
the state of the church was placed by him 
upon the shoulders of the senior pastors. 
Revival will be at the doors wherever there 
are God-honoring, Spirit-filled ministers. 
Biblical revival messages have seven 
qualifications : 


"Ts main features of revival sermons 





Readers of the Times will be glad to know 
that the entire series iby Mr. Wadsworth on 
Revival, of which this is the concluding article, 
is being published in booklet form, and may be 
obtained from the Great Commission Prayer 
League, 808 N. La Salle Street, Chicago. 


1. Revival sermons are always painful 
sermons.—When God's. truth is as. fire 
within our bones, thoughts and utterances 
will be painful because the speaker feels 
the burden of the Word of the Lord. It 
is one thing to know the truth, another to 
understand it, but still a rarer thing to 
feel its power. Ministers who feel the 
power of God’s Word will not be like 
musical instruments without life-giving 
sound. Appreciation of and heart-distress 
over God’s truth to be declared to hearers 
befits the service of an ambassador of God. 
God’s truth must be felt as well as believed. 
Ministers who feel sins, sorrow, cares of 
fellow mortals and sense the joys of the 
saving Gospel are the only ones who will 
be useful in promoting revival, 


2. Revival sermons are Christlike ser- 
mons.—Christ’s were Scriptural, and were 
hammered out in prayer. They were inter- 
esting, informing, awakening, moving, and 
God-glorifying. They made hearts burn 
within hearers. They had gentleness, com- 
passion, and love. They were the fitting 
counterpart of his obedient life. They were 
plain and simple. 
stand them. 


” 


man. 


A child could under- 
“Never man spake like this 
His terms were readily understood. 
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References and illustrations were familiar 
and fully agreed with the Word of God. 
Modesty and delicacy characterized every 
utterance. His teaching was like light. It 
was bold and firm. Christ was an uncom- 
promising, intrepid preacher. He pulled 
away the cloak from the sins of both friends 
and foes. He feared not man. He was a 
faithful witness. He spoke with authority, 
not giving opinions or advice; his precepts 
were a divine finality. He spake only the 
Word of God. Fullness of grace, patience, 
and meekness marked his ministration. His 
reasonings were perfectly upright. He dealt 
with facts and with only that which was 
profitable to hearers. There was no attempt 
to gratify curiosity and no seeking of ap- 
plause. He used moderation in speech. 
Preaching after Christ’s example, as the 
apostles did, other things being equal, our 
sermons will be in revival power. 


3. Revival preaching is tearful preach- 
ing.—“Jesus wept.” 
“many tears.” Thus did the preachers of 
old time, David and Jeremiah. “I water 
my couch with tears” (Psa. 6:6). “Horror 
hath taken hold upon me because of the 
wicked that forsake thy law . . . Rivers of 
water run down mine eyes, because they 
keep not thy law’ (Psa. 119:53, 136). 
Dry-eyed preaching cannot promote revival. 
Paul tells us the secret of both his own and 
Timothy’s preaching lay largely in the di- 
vine compassion filling their hearts and 
moving them to frequent tears (Acts 20: 
31; 2 Tim. 1: 1-4). Tears are seldom seen 
in our church assemblies. Our hearts need 
to be broken because of sin. Then before 
long we shall see -hearts broken under 
preaching against sin, - 


4. Revival preaching is balanced 
preaching.—“Give a portion to seven, and 
also to eight” (Eccles. 11:2). Rightly 
divide the Word of Truth. Revival ser- 
mons are not all principles, or precepts, or 
practices, or prophecies. They maintain 
the balance exemplified in the preaching of 
Christ and his apostles. They set forth 
great doctrines proportionately. They major 
on sin and salvation. They embody. that 
doctrine against which people have con- 
siderable antipathy, the future punishment 
of the wicked. Without this there can be 
no revival power. Revival preaching is 
unashamed of the words of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, however they may cut across and 
be diverse from the thinking of the people. 
Has he not said, “For whosoever shall be 
ashamed of me and of my words, of him 
shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he 
shall come in his own glory, and in his 
Father’s, and of the holy angels” (Luke 
9:26). Do not many preachers stand con- 
demned for being ashamed of our Lord’s 
plain teaching concerning the future destiny 
ef the wicked? When we realize more the 
force of our Lord’s word, “And these shall 
go away into everlasting punishment: but 
the righteous into life eternal” (Matt. 25: 
46), and preach it as he did, sinners can- 
not sleep on and perish in their sins. Ser- 
mons that ignore Biblical eschatology insult 
God. They are false lights deceiving storm- 
tossed souls. 


5. Revival sermons are highly practical. 
—“The lips of the righteous feed many” 
(Prov. 10:21).* Preaching unsuited to 
current human need certainly will miss the 
revival mark. Tested by the principle of 
fitness, many sermons seem like a. street 


Paul preached with , 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


light burning in the sunshine. Some pro- 
phetical topics, interesting as they may be, 
are not always of practical value in the 
conversion of sinners. It is well to know 
about the Battle of Armageddon and the 
days of the Great Tribulation, but as a 
steady diet for the saints they are not edify- 
ing. The monsters of Revelation, symbol- 
ical of coming world-rulers, are not written 
upon every page of the Word. Ministers 
who preach upon these subjects Sunday in 
and Sunday out may soon wonder at weari- 
ness of hearers and at the depression of 


(Continued on page 31) 








Notes on Open Letters 




















Moody—and “” Fancy Versions” 


D. L. Moody, great evangelist and 
Spirit-filled soul-winner as he was, is com- 
ing before us in a compellingly human and 
humble way in Dr. Richard E. Day’s 
notable biography, “Bush Aglow,” and in 
the series by the same author, “Chips from 
a Golden Gate Workshop,” now running 
in the Times. A Kansas reader has writ- 
ten Dr. Day“a breezy and most readable 
letter about his articles in these columns 
(the latest one is in this issue), addressing 
him at his church in San Francisco, the 
Hamilton Square Baptist, and he has shared 
the letter with the Editor, who now shares 
it with the Tres Family. If anyone is 
puzzled by the self-given description of the 
Kansas correspondent just preceding her 
“kidnap mark” signature, the explanation 
will be found in Dr. Day’s Chapter One 
in THE SuNpAy ScHoot Times of Decem- 
ber 12. 


My dear Dr. Day: 

I have started to read your “Chips from 
a Golden Gate Workshop.” 

If you were in our village church I’d 
say “Shake!” over your first column: “Put 
back into my hands the old King James 
Version which I had dropped for fancy 
‘versions.’ ” 

When I was taking Bible courses about 
the Bible, with the fancy versions for ref- 
erence, I informed my mother — the daugh- 
ter of a Presbyterian preacher — that I was 
not interested in the King James Version. 
She looked pained, and said that she sup- 
posed that it wouldn’t bé long until the Bible 
went clear out of style in the colleges! 

Of course at that time we never thought 
of such a change as that— and now it has 
come. : 

But what I was going to say was— 
When I turned back to the Bible, after 
years of keeping up with Fosdick and Bar- 
ton and Giovanni Pap (can’t spell it, but 
it’s that Italian who wrote a Life of Christ) 
— when I turned back to the Bible because 
I found I was founded upon sands which 
crumbled, I found myself back on my 
mother’s old King James Version. 

And I’m sure that my mother prayed 
that I’d come back to it,—I came so de- 
cidedly. The things that have come to 
me in later life which I can explain in 
no other way except that my mother prayed 
have been a very great help to me in mak- 
ing me believe in the far-reaching power 
of prayer. 

When I read a previous article (I sup- 
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pose the one in the November 21 issue), 
I remembered when I read D. L. M.’s 
biography. I was in a Christian college. 
I used to go back into the stackroom in 
extra moments that I could find, and read 
the big book. I saw that our librarian, 
a quite grim woman, who seemed quite 
old to me then, would come back there 
and take a look at me, but paid no atten- 
tion, till one day she called me on the 
carpet for staying there to do my reading. 
I knew of nothing to do but to tell her 
that Moody’s life story moved me so deeply 
that I cried, and I didn’t want to be out in 
public when I did it. 

After that, it is a burning shame that 
I had an opportunity to take a Bible course 
in Chicago and I wouldn’t go to the Moody 
Bible Institute because it was so narrow. 
The institution I elected has broadened and 
flattened out and is gone now. And Moody 
still stands. I wish I were in it now. 

This morning I got up, and turned the 
day over to the Lord. This mcant that 
the Sunday paper would be laid aside until 
tomorrow, and that otherwise the day would 
do honor to the Lord. I had expected no 
reward at all — just the reward of knowing 
that I had not spoiled God’s Day as I have 
often done with my own interests. But 
when, for a solid twenty minutes, the 
women in my Bible class sat with tears 
in their eyes as we went through John’s 
Vision on Patmos, from Revelation 1: 4-18, 
and I had boldness to speak without fear 
of the theme of Revelation, “Behold, he 
cometh with clouds,” even with a Modern- 
ist before me who did not believe it, at 
least did not believe it much yet, I realized 
later that God does honor us when we turn 
things over to him, (“Them that honor 
Me I will honor.’’) 

And there is nothing better than “My 
human lips filled with Thy Word!” Ii 
God has allowed us to speak forth his words 
—plagiarize the Bible—with power, he 
could give us nothing better. 

I found out a long time ago that one 
“must never boast of the Borrowed Glow, 
lest it fade away, and he stands in dark- 
ness” — which makes me hesitate about re- 
counting these personal experiences, and 
will probably make me sign this like a 
kidnap letter — with my mark. 


(Signed) 

“One of those Fundamentalists 
cranky as the devil on 
religious matters.” 

X her mark. 
ie 


The Poem on the Front Page 





HE New Year verse on the first page 

of this issue was sent to THE SuNDAY 
ScHoot Times with a letter written in pencil, 
in which were the following words: “Par- 
don pencil, but I cannot write more than 
a few lines with a pen. I am eighty-three 
and my hand isn’t very steady. This poem 
was sent to me by a very dear friend and 
former pastor about fifty years ago and 
has never been published, though I have 
often thought of sending it to my beloved 
S. ‘S. Times to which I have been a sub- 
scriber more than thirty-five years. . . . 
I cannot tell you how much the Tres 
has been to me of help and comfort, and 
I hope to be able to read it as long as I 
am here.” 
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And the first of the seven is the foundation for all the rest 

















By Charles G: Trumbull, Litt.D. 


Seven Reasons for Believing in the Second Coming 








HILE in the Far East some years 
W ago I asked a missionary in Seoul 

whether the Korean Christians be- 
lieve in the Second Coming of Christ. 

“Oh, yes,” he answered; “they believe 
the Bible. It is only when some mission- 
aries come and tell them something differ- 
ent that they begin to have any doubts.” 

This missionary felt —as do many others 
—that to open the Bible and read it with 
an open mind and heart can have only 
one result: unquestioning acceptance of 
God’s plain declaration that his Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, is coming again to this 
earth, 

At a missionary conference in America, 
a few years earlier, I had met a mission- 
ary from India. We fell into conversation 
about the Second Coming of Christ, and he 
told me his experience. 

He had gone to India fresh from a 
conservative theological seminary, con- 
vinced that the Lord would not return until 
after the Church had Christianized the 
world, In his mission station in India were 
some English women missionaries who 
were ardent premillenarians, When they 
found what his views were, they started 
in with zeal to show him his mistake. There 
were lengthy and rather heated arguments, 
back and forth. The women missionaries 
plied him with Scripture passages, to prove 
that the Kingdom could not come on earth 
until the King had returned. The Amer- 
ican missionary was quite unconvinced, but 
he could not prove his position to their 
satisfaction. And he was bothered by the 
fact that he could not quote Scripture on 


his side as readily and freely as they were 
te: 


doing on theirs. 


How He Ended the Argument 


So he determined to close their mouths 
and put an end to the argument by using 
their own weapon, the Bible. But he real- 
ized that he must do this thoroughly and 
convincingly, if he was to do it at all. He 
was unwilling to do it superficially, so he 
started in in dead earnest. 

He took his Bible, and he took notebooks, 
and he read the Scriptures thoroughly and 
carefully, in order to set down in one group- 
ing all the Scriptures he could find that 
proved his position — that Christ would not 
come again until after the world was con- 
verted. With equal honesty he determined 
to set down any passages he might find that 
seemed to show that the other view, held 
by the English missionaries, was the cor- 
rect one. 

After some months of close study he told 
his missionary friends that he was now 
ready to talk the matter over with them 
again, and do so on their own ground — 
that of the Bible. “But,” said the Amer- 
ican missionary, “having finished my study 
of the Bible on this subject, I find I am 
entirely in agreement with you!” He had 
discovered that there is only one answer 
in the Scriptures. 

The American. missionary was now a 


Can we give our reasons for believ- 
ing in the blessed hope that Christ is 
coming back again to this earth? We 
are commanded to do so,—to “be 
ready always to give an answer to 
every man that asketh you a reason of 
the hope that is in you” (1 Pet. 3:15). 

In the article beginning in this issue 
seven r ms are ted, among the 
many others that will occur to God’s 
people. The first of the seven is given 
this week; others will follow in com- 
ing issues. This article is the second 
in the announced series on Bible 
Prophecy, by the Editor of the Times, 
which will continue for several months. 











convinced premillenarian. He had done 
what few who do not look for the Lord’s 
return before the millennium ever do: he 
had really studied the whole Bible to see 
what it has to say on the subject. Like 
the Korean Christians, he really believed 
the Bible, and he found that the Second 
Coming of Christ to end the age in which 
we are now living, and in which both the 
world and the professing Christian Church 
will have gone down in failure and defeat, 
is unmistakably declared and is our sure 
and blessed hope. 

We may safely say, therefore, that the 
first reason why we should believe in the 
Second Coming of Christ ts because the 
Bible says he ts coming again. The Sec- 
ond Coming is the most prominent theme, 
next to Christ himself, in the entire Bible. 
Throughout the Old Testament and the 
New it is presented far oftener than any 
other doctrine. 

Among the more than three hundred New 
Testament passages on the Lord’s return, 
the seven following are typical: 


For the Son of man is as a man taking a 
far journey, who left his house, and gave 
authority to his servants, and to every man 
his work, and commanded the porter to watch. 
Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when 
the master of the house cometh, at even, 
or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in 
the morning: lest coming suddenly he find you 
sleeping. And what I say unto you I say 
unto all, Watch (Mark 13: 34-37). 

I go to prepare a place for you. And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
een and receive you unto myself (John 14: 
2, 3). 

For as the lightning cometh out of the east, 
and shineth even unto the west; so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be (Matt. 
24: 27). 

This same Jesus, which is taken up from you 





The material in this and some of 
the coming articles in the series on 
Prophecy will be found in a chapter 
by Dr. Trumbull in a book written by 
twelve different authors, entitled “Un- 
veiling the Future’ (Fundamental 
Truth Publishers, Findlay, Ohio, $1). 
The book may be ordered from the 
Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Gar- 
den Street, Philadelphia. 











into heaven, shall so come in like manner as 
ye have seen him go into heaven (Acts 1: 11), 


So Christ was once offered to bear the sins 
of many; and unto them that look for him 
shall he appear the second time without sin 
unto salvation (Heb. 9: 28)., 


For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink 
this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he 
come (1 Cor. 11: 26). 


For the grace of God that bringeth salva- 
tion hath appeared to all men, teaching us 
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, 
in this present world; looking for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ (Titus 
2: 11-13). 

It is true that there are devout Chris- 
tian people, born-again children of God, 
who believe the Scriptures unquestioningly 
and yet who do not accept the premillen- 
nial return of the Lord as a Scriptural doc- 
trine. But usually, when such a believer 
is asked what his view of Christ’s return 
is, he will answer, “I really have not studied 
that subject closely.” If all those who 
question or deny the Lord’s return as the 
only way by which the millennium, or his 
Kingdom, is to be established on earth, 
would do as the honest missionary in India 
did, there would surely be a great increase . 
in the number of those who are “looking .; 
for that blessed hope, and the glorious -ap-., 
pearing of the great God and our Saviour © 
Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). 
“Why Stand Ye Gazing Up?” : 

The Bible tells us that we ought to be 
looking for the Lord’s return. Dr. A. J. 
Gordon, of blessed ministry and beloved 
memory, made an illuminating comment on 
the word of the two angels to the disciples © 
who “looked stedfastly toward heaven.as he : 
[Christ] went up” from them in his ascen- : 
sion. We are told that “two men stood by - 
them in white apparel,” and that these ‘men: 
asked a question of the disciples: “Ye 
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up” 
into heaven?” 

We mistakenly think, said Dr. Gordon, 
that the angels were rebuking the disciples 
by their question. The question was not 
a rebuke, but was asked in order to intro- 
duce the divine explanation of what the 
disciples were doing. That is, it was as 
though the angels said to the disciples 
something like this: “You are gazing up 
into heaven, as you ought to do; but you 
do not know why you are doing so, and 
we will tell you: ‘this same Jesus, which 
is taken up from you into heaven, shall 
so come in like manner as ye have seen 
him go into heaven’” (Acts 1:11). 

The angels’ question, therefore, was not 
a rebuke but an explanation. The disciples 
were right in having the upward heavenly 
look at that time, and from that time on; 
and the only true and right attitude of the 
Church of Christ from that day to this is 
the attitude of “gazing up irtto heaven” in 
eager, assured knowledge that the Lord 
who ascended is coming again. 

Many books and pamphlets have been 
published in recent years setting forth the 
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plain Scriptural predictions and promises, 
which cannot be broken, of the Lord’s per- 
sonal, visible, bodily return to earth. One 
among many such passages may be men- 
tioned here to remind us of something that 
we might forget, and that is, that the in- 
dwelling of the Holy Spirit in every be- 
liever is a promise of the Second Coming 
of Christ. “The presence of the Third Per- 
son of the Holy Trinity is a proof, a pledge, 
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a promise, and secures the return sooner or 
later of .the Second Person.” For Paul 
writes to those who have “first trusted in 
Christ,” that “after that ye believed, ye 
were sealed with that holy Spirit of prom- 
ise, which is the earnest of our inheritance 
until the redemption of the purchased pos- 
session” (Eph. 1:13, 14). Christ. has al- 
ready bought us with his blood, but he has 
not yet fully redeemed his purchased pos- 
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session. So “ourselves also, which have 
the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we our- 
selves groan within ourselves, waiting for 
the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our 
body. For we are saved by hope” (Rom. 
8:23, 24). And that hope, which is a 
God-covenanted certainty, is the Lord’s 
return. 


(To be continued) 








Chips from a Golden Gate Workshop 


| Chapter IV: Hopeful and Deborah Trek after Pilgrim By Richard E. Day, D.D. 























(In previous chapters, Dr. Day tells of 
his release from writing another “re-edited 
biography” of Moody by the receipt of the 
Washburne Collection. The analysis of 
these documents produced another hope, 
which was quickly and providentially real- 
ised,—a journey through all the Moody 
Country, and interviews with his rapidly 
disappearing “neighbors.” ) 


REATER interest can no man ex- 
G perience than that of pioneering 

virgin territory. One year we actu- 
ally followed the course of Jedediah Smith, 
the first American to cross the United 
States overland; dreamed of his progress 
in skiff, pirogue, and dugout, his westering 
march over mountains and deserts, until 


that memorable November afternoon when 


he viewed the dusky valley of San Ber- 
nardino from-the summit of Old Baldy. 
But Jedediah knew no greater exaltation 
than that which came to me as the real 
Moody “began to stand up in the midst 
of the scrolls.” 

This intensely human Moody that walked 
out of the faded documents in the Wash- 
burne Collection,— was he less attractive 








Mrs. Samuel S. Holton 


Before her marriage she was Typhenia 8S. 

Clapp. Dr. Day believes she had more to do 

in leading D. L. Moody to Christ than even 
Edward Kimball. 





Believing that a re-emphasis of the 
things for which D. L. Moody stood, 
that is, the exaltation of the Word of 
God and soul-winning, is a present vital 
need, the Moody Bible Institute, as 
part of the Centenary observance of 
Moody’s birth (Feb. 5, 1837), plans to 
conduct in America and Great Britain 
a series of great metropolitan Bible 
conferences. 

Speakers who have been invited to 
participate in this country are: 


Bishop J. Taylor Smith, London, 
England 

Jock Troup, Glasgow, Scotland 

The Rev. Herbert Lockyer, Liver- 
pool, England 

Dr. William Evans, California 

Dr. Harry Rimmer, Duluth, Minne- 
sota 

Dr. Will H. Houghton, President of 
the Institute 

The Rev. Ralph E. Stewart, of the 
Extension Staff 


The schedule of meetings for this 
year is as follows: 


MMUMMIOMMNNR oS 5. 54.0 che sic Jan. 3-8 
memamore cS “,i4-0 SMe 95-20 
MME rs. oo eiate sk eee Jan. 10-15 
Birmingham : . Jams 24; 255 17 
Louisville and Nashville ....Jan. 17-19 


Cincinnati and Indianapolis ..Jan. 20-22 
St. Louis and Kansas City ..Jan. 24-29 


Chicago ..... reas fg Jan. 31-Feb. 7 
EE deat ats Feb. 7-9 
Pittsburgh and Buffalo ......Feb. 10-12 
MINER © Co fics oo ..Feb. 14-19 
Boston tae an oes ..Feb. 21-26 
New York Feb. 28-March 5 
Winnipeg prise .... Oct. 3-8 
Vancouver and Victoria ....Oct. 10-15 
Seattle and Spokane ... .. Oct. 17-22 
Portland ..... ... Oct. 24-29 


Salem, Eugene, Carson City, 
Sacramento, and Stockton 
Oct. 31-Nov. 5 
San Francisco and Bay District. Nov.7-12 
Los Angeles and San Diego . . Nov. 14-19 
Phoenix, Tucson, El Paso ..Nov. 21-26 
San Antonio and Houston. 
Nov. 28-Dec. 3. 
Tulsa and Wichita .......... Dec. 5-7 
Little Rock and Memphis ....Dec. 8-10 


Further information may be had 
from the Moody Bible Institute, 153 
Institute Place, Chicago. 
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than the Horatio Alger hero of the writers? 
No! a thousand times, No! There he stood, 
his human best at every interval of life 
deriving its fascination, not from personal 
merit, but by reason of the Adorable Fire 
within him. That’s as it should be! I 
was never able to live with David, and to 
love him, until I heard the King telling 
how He took David from the sheepcote to 
be ruler over His people. 

It’s a cleansing, rapturous emotion to 
look into a great man’s real life; to ob- 
serve the proof that, after all, his excellence 
was simply Christ in him, the hope of 
glory. Human excellence, unaided, leaves 
the heart cold: but human excellence aris- 
ing from a Borrowed Glow is a subject of 
dreams and tears. The despondent strug- 
gler cries out, “If God can use him, He 
can use mec, too!” 

D. L. suddenly became to me a per- 
sonal acquaintance, a brother beloved. He 
companied with me in my little study, 
and sometimes, did I praise him overmuch, 
he sternly crossed off the sentences, — 
“Not I, but Christ.” 

Then suddenly I was aware of a “fresh 
urge within me,” a burning desire to 
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Samuel Socrates Holton 


Betsey Moody’s brother, the Boston shoe 

merchant, taken at the time he compelled 

his nephew, D. L: Moody, to attend Mt. 
Vernon Church. 

















Lesson for January 24 


travel the whole Moody Country. So 
I said unto Deborah, “Lo, I have been 
reading Lockheart’s story of Scott, and 
that worthy man says, ‘One writes 
best of places where his own shadow 
has fallen.’” Now Deborah, a very prac- 
tical lady (lately I suspected her of being 
Emma Charlotte or Suzannah re-issued), — 
replied with two soft-spoken words, “So, 
what?” I focussed swiftly (business of a 
man sweeping a lady off her feet), — “How 
wouldst thou like to go with me and visit 
the very places where D. L. lived?” And 
she, with Mother Eve’s annoying obduracy, 
replied, “Very much, my dear. But, — what 
shall we use for money?” 

Entirely uncalled for in Deborah, for had 
I not been gnawing at that bitter root 
myself? 

* * * * 


The record of unexpected providences 
that opened the door for the pilgrimage 
cannot be wedged into this story ... “Time 
marches on!” But, on a June day in 1035, 
every detail was completed. The Golden 
Gate Ferry landed us on the Marin shores, 
and soon the hard-road song of non-skid 
rubber was in our ears. Eastward Ho! 
and Northfield! Western mountains and 
deserts fell off behind the flying chariot: 
the wheat knolls of Minnesota appeared. 
The wild north woods of Wisconsin; the 
ferries of Sault Ste Marie. Then the 
gravel-ways of Central Canada, through 
forests and copper country, past lakes bound 
round with gleaming birch trees; into Cal- 
lendar, where there were Five Adorable 
Baby Sisters. Charming Canadian cities, 
the waterway approaches to Montreal, and 
suddenly the voices in the auto radio all 


. spoke French! Narrow roadway beside 


the St. Lawrence; Quebec! 
Hurry now, O Betsey, we're getting 
nearer! Northern Maine,—a name whose 


romance is now dead, by reason of the 


cannibal gnats; Green Mountain States, 
and, on an early evening in late June, the 
Gates of Northfield Seminary! Deborah 
and I much doubt if aught else save the 
glow of the City Foursquare will ever have 
power to storm our souls as the tiny molded 
eminence of Round Top, with the graves 
of Dwight L. and Emma C. Moody. Ina 
few days more, we journeyed on, but in 
a mystic sense I never left Round Top 
until “Bush Aglow’ was completely on 
paper. 
* * * * 

A hundred holy experiences came in the 
next few days, nearly all of which must 
again be cast out of record. Northfield 
has a strange psychology: it hardly seems 
possible to them that the Beloved Com- 
moner has been gone nearly forty years. 
But our thinking was still more irrational. 
He seemed to be there yet! 

There was the evening, for instance, 
when we opened a gate, drove a bit up 
Saw Mill Creek, made our bed in the open. 
Nearly a hundred years ago a certain boy 
loved that spot; and it wasn’t at all hard 
to see him moving in the starlit New 
England night. In imagination’s obliging 
cinema, he “grew up” for our delight. We 
saw him break home ties, go west, return. 
Saw him invade England, return again. 
Witnessed him make conquest of America, 
return to Northfield. We saw his boyhood 
features, so much like our dreams of young 
David, nature’s gray hairs appear and the 
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growing sweetness of Christ in his eyes. 
Somehow our Bible took a new reading, 
“There came a man sent from God whose 
name was, — Dwight!” 

I had hoped some day to tell the full 
story of our Northfield Interlude, but now, 
as “CHIPS” is almost finished, I forego 
the pleasure, forever. One episode only is 
given in briefest strokes, — the fellowship 
with Mrs. Minnie Holton Callendar, grand 
old woman of the Holton Homestead, where 
D. L.’s mother Betsey was born. It was 
Mrs. Callendar’s father, Cyrus Holton, who 
brought D. L.’s bereaved mother what 
seemed to him “the biggest load of wood 
he ever saw.” Didn’t Cyrus tell his young 
daughter Minnie the tale a thousand times? 
And, Northfield Centennial pilgrim, you 
call on this aged gentlewoman just across 
from Mt. Hermon: let her tell you the 
same dear story. 

We met her in the quaint old parlor of 
the homestead, the very room where Bet- 
sey was born. Mrs. Callendar was charm 
and vivacity personified, attractive little 
lady, though more than fourscore years of 
age. It wasn’t five minutes before she, 
with sparkling eyes, said, “I’ve got a hunch 
[imagine, hunch!] I’m going to like you!” 
And Hopeful, whose brakes were always 
faulty, blurted out, “J’ve got a hunch I like 
you already!” 

The material garnered from this remark- 
able cousin of D. L. provided a large part 
of the “atmosphere” in the early chapters 
of “Bush Aglow.” Her memories of Bet- 
sey, Emma, Sankey, D. L., and the rest 
were invaluable. 

* * * * 


Needless to say, the Northfield journey 
filled the author’s hampers with fresh and 
vital materials; data of book length volume 
itself. On July 4, we were flying south 
along the Connecticut River. Greenfield, 
Springfield, New Haven, New York. Hurry 
again, O Betsey, we’ve more to see! Phila- 
delphia, Pittsburgh, South Bend, and,— 
Chicago in mid-July. 

But the sullen heat did not defeat us 
from walking over nearly every rod of the 
city where Moody’s interests clustered. Ro- 
mantic interviews with old-timers. More 
romantic musings, at such places as “The 
Sands,” the Chicago Bagdad where D. L. 
began his beach-log Bible School. Then 
a human jungle, now a basin of Nabob 
Apartments. The dilapidated corner where 
North Market Hall and the old saloon 
stood. The corner a few blocks away 
where the proud new Illinois Street Church 
stood: further still the North Side Taber- 
nacle, and then the Chicago Avenue struc- 
ture. ... 

Now, Deborah has no enthusiasm for hot 
weather walking on heated sidewalks. But 
with rare fortitude she trailed after her 
mad husband while he raced through the 
roasting streets. The Sketch Book was 
filling. Interviews with Great Hearts like 
Dr. Gray and Mr. Norton. More valuable 
treasures for the sketches. We hasten to 
say that Dr. Gray, though courteous, was 
not particularly encouraging. “So you're 
to write a biography of Mr. Moody? Do 
you think you can add anything to what 
has been written?” Within a few weeks, 
this great student of the Word went Home. 
He himself gave more to “Bush Aglow” 
than he dreamed, And my one regret is 
that the eyes of this patriarch never saw 
my humble pages. I have really felt that 
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he would have had kindly words for this 
one lone reason — he would have discerned 
in my heart a love of the same kind for 
D. L. as had always burned in his. 

Then came the climactic hour on a 
July Sunday evening when I preached in 
Moody’s pulpit, brought up to the great 
auditorium for the purpose. The place 
where the names of Ironside and Philpott 
are enshrined. My heart skipped a beat, 
after service, when a dear old mother-in- 
Israel said, “Why, you remind me of Mr. 
Moody!” Alas, that I ever pressed her 
for detail! “Thanks, sister. Wherein?” 
And the dear old saint replied, “Why, — 
your shape!” 

* + * * 


Betsey rolled on to the Oakland ferry in 
early August, ten thousand miles of high 
V-eight speed behind her. The Sketch Book 
was filled like a granary. Four more 
months of final sifting, mixed with a little 
more research, and writing could begin. 
And I could not help thanking God that 
entirely fresh threads stood on the bobbins 
for weaving. 

Only a few areas remained in which de- 
tail was lacking. In each case, resolution 
came in some way, unmistakably providen- 
tial, as in the matter of Henry Moorehouse. 

After all, who was Henry Moorehouse? 
What about him? Every last one of the 
biographers mentioned him, gave hasty 
credit for -reshaping Moody’s life, — and, 
not a single one of them gave any worth- 
while detail about his life. 

Libraries, contemporary newspaper files, 
correspondence, gave no answers. Then 
one day I prayed ... A shipment of 
rare secondhand books arrived from Dickin- 
sons, of London. They were properly en- 
shelved. One morning as I was thinking 
about the Moorehouse mystery, I casually 
pulled a volume down, casually opened it, 
gazed “without seeing” for a moment. Then 
awoke as if the earth had opened! Right 
before my eyes was the beginning of a 
long article headed: 


“Henry Moorehouse.” 


Here at last *vere the answers to all my 
questions, the full story of the “obscure 
Lancashire lad,” whom all the Moody 
writers praised, but of whom not one gave 
any information. ‘ 

This silence on the part of men who then 
had access to the facts is inexplicable. For 
Moorehouse was God’s human agent in 
bringing Moody to Bible greatness. Moore- 
house, in glory, could point to an awakened 
world and say with joy, “Under grace, this 
is my work, too; for the Holy One used 
me to teach Moody the miracle of 


My human lips filled with the Word.” 


Time fails again for much more detail of 
Moorehouse, this mighty, little chap, “in 
personal appearance puny, and fragile; 
gifted with no wonderful natural powers; 
but who accomplished under God, a man 
without money or health, spiritual results 
in England impossible to tabulate.” 

C. A. Davis, forgotten writer of the arti- 
cle in the old secondhand book, wrote on: 
“Henry Moorehouse taught me how to use 
my Bible. He brought me a new Book and 
almost a new Saviour. Hé was a servant 
of one Master, a student of one Book, a 
man of one aim, and a preacher of one 
theme! He made the Word itself speak, 


(Continued on page 30) 
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LESSON 4. JANUARY 24. TWO MIRACLES OF MERCY 


International Uniform Lesson.—John 5:1 to 6:71; printed text, John 5:2-9; 6:8-15 
Golden Text.—The same works that | do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me.—John 5: 36 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is John 5 : 2-9; 6 : 8-15 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


John 5:2 Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, 
which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. 

3 In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, 
withered, waiting for the moving of the water. 

4 For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, 
and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling of 
the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had. 

5 And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty 
and eight years. 

6 When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a 
long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? 

7 The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the 
water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, 
another steppeth down before me. 

8 Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. 

9 And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, 
and walked: and on the same day was the sabbath. 

6:8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, saith 
unto him, 

9 There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two 
small fishes: but what are they among so many ? 

10 And Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was 
much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about 
five thousand. 

11 And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he 
distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set 
down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would. 

12 When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up 
the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. 

13 Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets 
with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over 





AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


John 5:2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the sheep gate a pool, 
which is called in Hebrew * Bethesda, having five porches. 3 In 
these lay a multitude of them that were sick, “blind, halt, withered ?. 
5 And a certain man was there, who had been thirty and eight years 
in his infirmity. 6 When Jesus saw him lying, and knew that he 
had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wouldest 
thou be made whole? 7 The sick man answered him, * Sir, I have 
no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but 
while I am coming, another steppeth down before me. 8 Jesus saith 
unto him, Arise, take up thy * bed, and walk. 9 Ard straightway 
the man was made whole, and took up his * bed and walked. 

Now it was the sabbath on that day. 


6:8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, saith 
unto him, 9 There is a lad here, who hath five barley loaves, and 
two fishes: but what are these among so many? 10 Jesus said, 
Make the people sit down. Now there was much grass in the place. 
So the men sat down, in number about five thousand. 11 Jesus 
therefore took the loaves; and having given thanks, he distributed 
to them that were set down; likewise also of the fishes as much as 
they would. 12 And when they were filled, he saith unto his dis- 
ciples, Gather up the broken pieces which remain over, that nothing 
be lost. 13 So they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets 
with broken pieces from the five barley loaves, which remained over 
unto them that had eaten. 14 When therefore the people saw the 
*sign which he did, they said, This is of a truth the prophet that 
cometh into the world. 

15 Jesus therefore perceiving that they were about to come and 
take him by force, to make him king, withdrew again into the moun- 
tain himself alone. 


* Some ancient authorities read Bethsaida, others Bethzatha. 


? Many ancient authorities insert, wholly or in part, waiting for 
the moving of the water: 4 for an angel of the Lord went down 
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and above unto them that had eaten. 


14 Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus 
did, said, This is of a truth that Prophet that should come into the 


world. 


15 When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and 
take him by force, to make him a king, he departed again into a 


mountain himself alone. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


WO miracles of mercy followed by 
two manifestations of malice and mur< 
muring: this is part of the story of 
the healing of the paralyzed man, recorded 
in the fifth chapter of John, and the feed- 
ing of the five thousand, recorded in the 
sixth chapier. From John five to eleven 
we have a record of the revelation of the 
Lord, Jesus to the world, the wider public 
ministry as recorded by John. It is a 
story of gloricus revelation and of bitter 
antagonism. It is a conflict of faith and 
unbelief. Nowhere does the deity and the 
glory of Jesus shine out more clearly than 
in the fifth and sixth chapters of John, and 
nowhere is the hatred and the misunder- 
standing of the Jews more clearly evident. 
But the miracles are followed not only by 
the hatred of his enemies ; they are followed 
by two mighty messages of mercy that are 
greater than the miracles. Back of these 
outward physical signs were the greater 
miracles that the Lord Jesus wants to work 
for us in our impotence and in our hun- 
ger. Do we “see the sign”? (6: 26.) 


The Historical Setting 


The feeding of the five thousand took 
place just before the passover, in April, 
A. D. 29, one year before our Lord’s cru- 


at certain seasons into the pool, and troubled the water: who- 
soever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in 
was made whole, with whatsoever disease he was holden. * Or, 
Lord. *Or, pallet. ©Some ancient authorities read signs. 


The American Standard .Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 


Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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cifixion (6:4). The healing of the im- 
potent man at Bethesda probably occurred 
a year before, reckoning that the feast re- 
ferred to in John 5:1 is a passover. If this 
feast was not a passover, probably an un- 
mentioned passover intervened between 
John 2:13 and John 6: 4. 


Verse by Verse 


John 5:2—The sheep market. Rather, 
the sheep gate, located north of the Tem- 
ple, the modern St. Siephen’s Gate (Neh. 
3:1, 32; 12:30). A pool ... Bethesda. 
The name means “house of mercy.” Hav- 
ing five porches. Probably one on each of 
the four sides and one in the center, run- 
ning the long way of the pooi. These 
conditions are met by the pool which was 
excavated in 1888 near the Church of St. 
Anne, in the northeast part of Jerusalem, 
a pool about 25 feet by about 60. 


Verse 4.—An anyel . . . troubled the 
water. The oldest manuscripts omit this 
verse, together with the last clause of verse 
three. Most scholars believe that these 
statements were written on the margin of 
the manuscripts, afterward inserted in the 
text, to explain the belief of the people. 


Verse 6.—IV ilt thou be made whole? Our 


Lord chose probably the most pitiable case, , 


a man paralyzed because of his own sin, 
and without any friends (cf. v. 7); the 
question was to arrest his attention, also 
to stimulate his hope and his faith. 


Verse 8—Rise, take up thy bed, and 


walk. The very things he could not do. 
The one who gave the command gave the 
power to obey. His bed was the mattress- 
like pallet. 


John 6:8.—Andrew, Simon Peter's 
brother. Three times Andrew is mentioned, 


each time bringing some one to Jesus (1: _ 


413. 4a::42). 


Verse 9.—There is a lad here. Only 
John mentions the little boy. It is quite 


probable, as Edersheim suggests, that this - 


lad had brought the disciples’ own store 
of food from the boat (cf. Mark 6: 38). 
Five barley loaves. Only John mentions 
that the loaves were “barley,” which was 
food for the very poor and for animals. 
Two small fishes. The word for “fish” 
used here is peculiar to John (occurring 
only here and in 21:9, 13). It refers to 
small, dried fish that were used as relish 
on bread. 


Verse 12—Gather up the fragments. 
Only John’s account mentions that this was 
a command of Christ. How striking that 
a mighty miracle of creation should be 
followed by the provident caring for future 
need in a natural way. 


Verse 13.—Filled twelve baskets. Evi- 
dently the individual baskets carried by the 
twelve. This was a supernatural provision 
for them, and was part of the message the 
disciples should have learned from this 
great “sign” (cf. Mark 8: 13-21). 


Verse 14.—That prophet that should come 


e_—_—- 


Lesson for January 24 


into the world. They recognized Christ as 
the prophet sent from God. Yet it was 
not saving faith; it was not accepting him 
as the Son of God, and as Saviour (4: 19; 
7:40; 9:17; Deut. 18:15; cf. John 2: 23- 
25). 

Verse 15.—W ould come and take him by 
force, and make him a king. Their own kind 
of king was one who would deliver them 
from the yoke of Rome. Later this same 
multitude rejected him as King (cf. Luke 
19: 14). 

The Heart of the Lesson 


In John five Christ is set forth as the 
Source of life; in John six he is set forth 
as the Bread of life. He quickens into 
life the paralyzed body of the impotent 
man, and with that as a text he unfolds 
the meaning of his own Person as the God 
who gives life. He satisfies the physical 
need of the vast multitude, and with that 
as a text he unfolds the meaning of him- 
self as the living Bread, the God of Heaven 
who alone can satisfy the heart needs of 
men. The fifth chapter presents a clear 
choice between receiving Life from the 
Son of God, or standing condemned before 
him as the righteous Judge. The sixth 
chapter presents a clear choice between 
laboring for the meat that perishes, or re- 
ceiving the Bread that endures. But we 
are not only faced with the challenge of 
receiving Christ for eternal life, or reject- 
ing him for eternal judgment; those who 
have thus accepted Christ are faced with 
the choice of seeking to live the Christian 
life in their own strength, or entering into 
the glory of a day by day victory through 
him who is the Source of life, a day by 
day feeding upon him who is the Bread of 
life. 


Lesson Outlines 


MEsSAGE OF THE MIRACLES 

1. The lesser miracle: Christ gives life 
to a paralyzed body, when the man hears 
his word and rises (John 5: 1-16). 

2. The greater miracle: Christ, gives 
eternal life to all who will hear him and 
live (5: 17-47). 

3. The lesser miracle: Christ feeds the 
five thousand (6: I-21). 

4. The greater miracle: Christ feeds mil- 
lions of believers with the Bread of life 
(6: 22-71). 


APPLYING THE PurRPOSE VERSE 
(John 20: 31) 

1. Who Jesus is. What the miracles re- 
veal. What the Jews thought. Christ’s 
own testimony. Testimony of others (John 
the Baptist, the Scriptures, Moses, Peter). 


2. What eternal life means. Christ the 
Life-giver and the Life. How he gives life. 


3. Believing, the key to life. The great 
choice between life and judgment, between 
food that perishes and food that abides. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Four Witnesses to Christ. The 
Father himself (5:32, 37). John the Bap- 
tist (5: 33-35). Christ’s miracles and other 
works (3:36). The Scriptures (3: 39, 40). 

Jesus is God. When the Lord said, “My 
Father worketh hitherto, and I work” (5: 
17), his enemies understood clearly that 
he was calling God his own Father, and 
making himself equal with God. He did 
not correct this impression, but went on 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


4. January. 24.—Two Miracles of Mercy. 

John 5:1 to 6:71 

5. January 31.—The Financial Cost of Alco- 

holic Beverages (The Economic Ap- ° 

proach to the Liquor Problem). 

Proverbs 21:17; 23 : 20, 21; Matthew 
24: 45-51; John 6: 26, 27, 35 

6. February 7.—Jesus the Light of the 
WR OUUE ened oN vpsashecsucete John 7:1 to 9:41 

7. February 14.—Jesus the Good Shepherd. 
John 10 : 1-42 

8. February 21.—The Power of Jesus Over 
a Serer John 11:1 to 12:11 

9. February 28.—The New Commandment. 
John 12:12 to 13:38 

10. March 7.—Life Here and Hereafter 
Through Christ ........ John 14:1 to 15 : 27 

11. March 14.—Jesus Praying for His Dis- 
ey eee reer John 16:1 to 17:26 

12, March 21.—John’s Picture of the Trial 
and Crucifixion ........ John 18:1 to 19: 42 








to show in a most tremendous way that all 
should honor him as they honor God the 
Father (5:23). He centers on two things 
that God only can do: give life to the dead, 
and judge men (5:21, 22). He does both 
of these things, giving life to the spiritually 
dead, and also raising the bodies of men to 
life and to judgment. 


The Resurrection. One of the clearest 
revelations concerning resurrection and the 
coming judgment is in John 5: 21-29. The 
Lord says, “The hour is coming, and now is, 
when the dead shall hear” (v. 25). . This 
refers to his giving spiritual life to those 
who believe. Then he says, “the hour is 
coming,” and does not add “and now is” 
(v. 28). They who have done good, who 
rise to the resurrection of life, are they 
who have accepted Christ as their Saviour 
(the first good thing that man can do), 
evidenced by the good works that follow. 
They that have done evil rise to the resur- 
rection of judgment. Christ is the Life- 
giver and the Judge. It is clear from Rev- 
elation 20:4-6 that a thousand years 
intervene between the two resurrections, 
unto life and unto judgment. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Work the work of God (6:29). “This 
is the work of God, that ye believe on him 
whom he hath sént” (6:29). Before we 
can do anything, we must accept what God 
has done. 


Eat the Bread of God. We feed upon 
Christ by believing on him; first by accept- 
ing him as Saviour, then by abiding in 
him, feeding on the Word, yielding and 
obeying. 

Honor the Son of God. We must see 
Christ in all his majesty as God, that we 
may honor the Son as we honor the Father 
(5: 21-23). And when we honor him, we 
cannot seek the honor of men (5: 44). 

Have all. your pupils come? Let them 
face the great “believing” and “coming” 
verses of these two chapters. John 5:24 
and 6: 37 make the choice very clear. Note 
also 6: 20, 35, 40, 47, 69. 

“Sin no more, lest a worse thing come” 
(5:14). If we have suffered sickness or 
loss because of definite sin, let us humbly 
be on guard against the possibility of a 
similar sin recurring. 


“Gather up ... that nothing be lost” (6: 


wie 


12). Extravagance is a sin. Let us care- 
fully consider what we are spending our 
money for. 


Trust Christ for material needs. To 
worry is to miss one message of the feed- 
ing of the five thousand (Mark 8: 13-21). 


“Give ye them to eat.” There are hun- 
dreds of millions that have not heard the 
Gospel. Let us turn our five loaves and 
two fishes over to the Lord of the harvest, 
and actually do what he asked us to do— 
go and preach the Gospel to every creature. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The Lord who gave the impotent man 
his new strength told him how to use that 
strength. 


The life-giving Saviour who gives us 
Life is the Lord who has the right to tell 
us how to use that Life. 


The Lord is still proving us with the 
question, “Whence shall we buy bread?” 
when we face impossible tasks. 


The lad there with his five loaves is a 
picture of every boy and girl who chooses 
to be in the place of God’s choice. 


In all Christ’s other miracles one, or a 
few, partook of his miraculous power; in 
the miracle of the loaves, more than five 
thousand partook of the miracle. 


God’s sovereignty in salvation is ever 
linked with man’s responsibility ; the Father 
gives us to Christ, but our responsibility 
is to come (6:37). 


We would have been thrilled and thank- 
ful if we had eaten those miraculously pro- 
vided barley loaves; are we thankful for 
all the food we eat? The same Hands pro- 
vide it. 


The Jews saw the power of the miracles, 
but they missed the message of the miracles, 


CoLumpsia, S. C. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and consameng chntetins. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Dr. McQuilkin. 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 

given on a‘later page of this issue? : 


HAT four witnesses to Christ are men- 
tioned by the Lord himself in the fifth 
chapter of John? 

2. Can you find five definite proofs in the 
fifth chapter of John that Jesus is God? 

3. Can you find five or six reasons why 
the Jews did not believe in Christ, as given 
by the Lord in the fifth chapter of John? 

4. Was the infirmity of the paralyzed man 
due to his own sin? Is sickness always caused 
by sin? 

5. Why did Christ work miracles? 

6. Does Christ still add his blessing to our 
small gifts, as he did to the loaves and fishes? 

7. What act of faith exercised with wheat 
bread shows us how to deal with the mystery 
of the Bread of Life? 

8. Mention five or six things about the feed- 
ing of the five thousand that make it one of 
the most remarkable, if not the greatest, of 
Christ’s miracles. _ 

9. Is it possible to believe in the miracles 
of Christ, and yet be lost? What illustrates 
this? . 

10. What great prophecy of his own death 
did Christ give in the sixth chapter of John? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 27 in this issue. 


# 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print. 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


If We Reject the Miracles.—The same 
works that I do, bear witness of me, that 
the Father hath sent me (Golden Text). 
The miracles have ever remained the un- 
assailable witnesses to the deity which 
Christ claimed for himself. . . . Blot out 
the miracles, and with them all the precious 
record of the humility and love and com- 
passion of Christ, and the most important 
lessons as to faith and his power as he 
walked on earth would be obliterated. We 
should then have only his words without 
his works, but no revelation of the new, 
tender, and close relationship between God 
and man, as was shown by his thus bear- 
ing our infirmities and taking our sick- 
nesses upon him. The miracles of Christ 
in the Bible are called “signs” because, like 
finger posts, they point to some greater fact 
beyond them, namely, that the Son of God 
is indeed come down to dwell among men. 
... They are called “powers,” because the 
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power of God is manifested in saving man 
from bearing the consequences of sin, from 
demon-possession, from disease, and from 
death. Also, because the power of the 
Creator was present to do with his crea- 
tures, —the water made wine, the sea 
calmed, and so on. They are the very 
bulwark of his doctrine, and so wonderful 
is his doctrine that then, as now, it upholds 
the miracles—From Howard M. Kelly, 
M.D. Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, 
Ohio. 


“All the Fitness He Requireth.”—W hen 
Jesus saw him lie (John 5:6). One day 
Dr. Barnardo was approached by a dirty, lit- 
tle, ragged lad who asked him for admission 
into the London Orphanage. “But, my 
boy,” said the Doctor, “I do not know you. 
Who are you? What have you to recorn- 
mend you?” The lad was quick to seize 
his opportunity, and held up before Dr. 
Barnardo his ragged coat, and with a con- 
fident little voice he said: “If you please, 
sir, I thought these here would be all I 
needed to recommend me.” Dr. Barnardo 
caught the little fellow in his arms, and 
you may be sure he was welcomed to the 
orphanage.—From The Wonderful Word. 
Sent by Miss J. B. James, Toronto, Ont., 
Can, 


Not Mere Patching.—Wilt thou be made 
whole? (v. 6.) <A certain preacher was 
pressing home the question of the Lord at 
Bethesda, “Wilt thou be made whole?” 
Suddenly he leaned forward and said, “Re- 
member, men, it’s not patched up, but made 
whole.” “That’s it, that’s just it, and all 
of it,” responded a man, who rose and said, 
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y Father giv- 

eth you the 
true bread from 
heaven.” “If any 
man eat of this 
bread, he shall 
live forever.” 

John 6:32.51, 





January 9, 1937 


“I patched for years, but the patches fell 
off or made bigger holes. I had become a 
hard drinker, I lost my position. I sobered 
up and got another position, failed again 
and again. Still I patched, and still I fell. 
At last my wife and children went away 
to her parents. One wet, cold, windy night, 
as I sat half asleep in the doorway of an 
empty house, a Bible woman asked me to 
come to a mission. There the Lord Jesus 
found me. He didn’t patch; he just made 
me whole, And now we are all together 
and happy again.”—From Milk of the 
Word. Sent by H. Ellis Lininger, St. 
Louis, Mo. 


All That He Had.—There is a lad here, 
which hath five barley loaves, and two 
small fishes: but what are they among so 
many? (6:9.) At a meeting held near 
Oxford in connection with the building of 
a new church, a speaker made an eloquent 
appeal for funds, urging the audience to 
give all they had upon them. All were 
impressed, and among them was a small 
boy, who, when the offering was taken, 
placed a top and five marbles in the plate. 
In the vestry afterward one of the stew- 
ards was inclined to ridicule the boy’s of- 
fering ; but the chairman said: “I will give 
you twenty pounds for the top, and will 
take the marbles to Oxford, and will get 
five of my friends to give five pounds each 
for them.” He wrote out his check for 
twenty pounds, and in due course forwarded 
the other twenty-five pounds. At the stone- 
laying, there was placed under the principal 
stone the top and five marbles from the 
little boy who gave all he had. So a little 
given for Jesus’ sake will be made much by 
him.—From The Family Herald and 
Weekly Star. Sent by Miss Winifred White, 
Calgary, Alberta, Can. 


Like the Animals.—When he had given 
thanks, he distributed (v. 11). A promi- 
nent society man asked a bishop whether 
it was according to the rules of etiquette 
to say grace at a banquet table. The clergy- 
man replied: “I do not know much about 
etiquette, but I remember seeing on the wall 
of a farmer’s home a picture showing mules 
and oxen at a crib. These were devouring 
the fodder and scattering some beneath their 
feet, and over this picture was this inscrip- 
tion: 

Who without prayer sits down to eat, 

And without thanks then leaves the table, 

Tramples the gift of God with feet, 

And is like mule and ox ir. stable. 
—From The Sunday Circle. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. Prize illustra- 
tion. 

Getting Down to God’s Price.—He dis- 
tributed to the disciples, and the disciples 
to them that were set down (v. 11). C. H. 
Spurgeon, in a sermon on “The Best 
Bread,” says: “The difficulty with all 
other traders is to get you up to their 
price; but my difficulty is to get you down 
to mine — for the Bread of Heaven is with- 
out price. The Gospel provides a sufficient 
Christ for needy sinners.” —Sent by Howard 
M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


Many litile leaks sink a ship. Many favors 
which.God giveth us ravel out jor the want 
of hemming, through our own unthankful- 
ness: for though prayer purchaseth bless- 
ings, giving praise doth keep the quiet pos- 
session of them—Andrew Fuller. 














Lesson for January 24 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou art ever providing for the needs of thy 
children. Thou hast shown mercy to those 
who could offer thee nothing but their need, and 
thou hast done many miracles of mercy toward 
those who gave little sign of thankfulness for 
what thou didst do. Help us not to be un- 
thankful. Teach us the grace of thanksgiving, 
and may we not take for granted thy good 
gifts, but be abundantly assured of thy good- 
ness, whatever the gifts. May we put at thy 
disposal whatever we have that thou wouldst 
use, and may we have no reservations of any- 
thing that would not be handed over to thee. 
May we see thy hand in our lives today, even 
as we do in looking back over the providences 
and loving-kindness of thy wonderful works to 
the children of men. We ask it in thy dear 
name, Lord Jesus. 

After the Lesson.—No one of us ever 
faces squarely a sin in our lives without 
finding how greatly we need the presence 
and the power of the Lord Jesus in over- 
coming. May we not be deceived by the 
false supposition that we can manage these 
things for ourselves. We are just as power- 
less as the man who had an infirmity thir- 
ty-eight years. The Lord Jesus has the 
same power that he has had from everlast- 
ing to everlasting. He can take us in our 
helpless condition, and give us strength for 
weakness. He can take our little of mate- 
rial things and make much of it in his 
own loving way. Whether we have little 
or much to offer him, the great thing is to 
offer it, and put it at his disposal. The 
wonder is that we let him do so little for 
us when, if we will yield self entirely, he 
can do so much! Let us during this next 
week ask him to decide for us at every 
turning point, and to give us full supply 
for every real need. Let us pray. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for January 24) 


1. The Father. John the Baptist. The 
works of Christ. The Scriptures. 


The Jews sought to kill him for calling 
God his own Father, making himself equal 
with God. The Lord did not contradict this 

udgment, but spoke of his union with the 
a in their working, in such a way that 
the Jews would know that he was God. Only 

can give life, and the Lord Jesus gives 
life. Only God can be the Judge, and the 
Lord Jesus is Judge. All are to honor the 
Son even as they honor the Father. 

3. They did not have God’s Word abiding 
in them. They searched the Scriptures which 
bore witness of Christ, but refused to come to 
him that they might have life. They did not 
have the love of God in themselves. They 


received glory one of another and did not seek . 


the glory of God. They did not believe the 
witness of Moses. They did not believe the 
words of the Lord Jesus. 

4. The Lord’s word, “Sin no more, lest a 
worse thing befall thee” (5: 14) indicates that 

is man’s’ infirmity resulted from his sin. 
While sickness is the result of sin, individual 
sicknesses are not always, or even usually, 
oa result of the individual’s sin. 

That they might be one of the witnesses 

to his deity (John 10: 25, 38). 


6. Undoubtedly. This is the only explanation 
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of the results produced by our small talents 
and our small gifts to missions and other Gos- 
pel preaching —it is our gifts plus God’s 
power. 


7. We eat the wheat bread in faith that it 
will produce in us life and power. Let us 
trust in the same way the Creator of the wheat 
when he offers us the Bread of Life. 


8. It is the only miracle recorded in all 
four Gospels. It is the occasion of Christ’s 
wonderful discourse speaking of himself as 
the Bread of Life. It is an outward symbol 
of the truth of Christ, the living Bread, who 
alone can satisfy the needs of men. It marks 
the highest point of Christ’s popularity. In 
no other miracle do five thousand participate 
in the miraculcus work, It strikingly reveals 
the creatorship of our Lord. 


9. The Jews believed in the healing of the 
impotent man, but missed the message. The 
multitude believed in the miracle of the feed- 
ing of the five thousand, but desired to make 
So nlogg king. They sought the meat that per- 
ishes 


10. “The bread that I will give is my flesh, 
which I will give for the life of the world” 
(6: 51). . 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Marvelous Picture Machine.—T he 
man... took up his bed, and walked. . 
the same day was the sabbath (John 5:9). 
If by any chance you do not believe in this 
solo miracle, or the mass miracle, or any 
other miracle, then you cannot believe in 
a Supreme Being. You are a brother to 
the fellow who says in his heart there is 
no such person running this universe of 
which we are a microscopic part (Psa. 
higs-2). 

If this earth was created by God, and he 
still has his hand on its directing, then 
God can certainly do anything with the 
“invention” he has made (I use the word 
“invention” advisedly, see dictionary) that 
he finds it desirable and necessary to do 
(1 Cor. 1: 23, 24; Luke 9: 43). 

The engineers of the American Telegraph 
and Telephone Company have produced, at 
a cost of about. $2,600,000, a wonderful 
machine by which a picture of any far-away 
event, no matter how far, may be sent to 
any newspaper who subscribes for the serv- 
ice. As can well be imagined, it is as 
complex a piece of apparatus as this body 
of mine that holds and guides this pen. 

Honestly now, don’t you think the cre- 
ators of that remarkable contrivance can 
do what they like with the machine? If 
a part goes wrong, or a joint needs oil, 
can they not fix it? When the machine has 
to be fed with oil to its 5,000, more or less, 
bearings, the Chief Engineer and his asso- 
ciates can attend to that. 

If that picture machine should go “dead,” 
the Chief can as easily start it going again 
as creating it in the first place. So, my 
boy, forget the Professor of Doubts and go 
see the Professors of Physics and Chem- 
istry. 

Doctor Chem can show the miracles of 
sweetness, colors, perfume, flavors, all from 
“nasty, stinking gas tar.” They are called 
“synthetic products.” That peppermint and 
wintergreen candy you got so cheaply could 
have said, “How do you like the gas tar 
blends?” They were born millions of 
years ago from the sun and locked up in 
the bowels of the earth against God’s day. 

Yes, indeed, my boy, if there were no 
miracles, could there be an omnipotent God? 
And, by the way, years from now when 
that American Telegraph and Telephone 


a 


machine is a part of every home, as a radio 
set, will some smart one try to tell you 
that no Intelligence made it, that it just 
got together of itself? 


The Miracle of Organization.—7T here 
is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, 
and two small fishes: but what are they 
among so many? (6:9.) . Give me five 
grains of wheat and two fishes, cut out the 
element of time, and I will feed the largest 
of nations with bread and fill an ocean with 
fish. 

There is no such thing as time with God 
(Psa. 90:4; 2 Pet. 3:8). T-I-M-E with 
God spells “Eternity.” It was an easy thing 
to multiply the wheat that had been baked 
and the herring that had been kippered 
when it became necessary and desirable for 
Heaven’s purpose. 

Every now and then we read of some 


- representative from a foreign country pre- 


senting his credentials to Uncle Sam, the 
Secretary of State accompanying him. From 
the credentials the President knows he is 
Great Britain, France, Mexico, or some 
other, for the time, in the U. S. A. He 
speaks for the country from which he comes. 

The miracles of the Lord Jesus were his 
credentials. He told John Baptist so (Matt. 
11: 4-6). Jesus spoke for Heaven from 
which he came, and the earth communicates 
with Heaven only through him. “We ask 
all these things through him who taught 
us how to pray.” Jesus said, “No man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 

It surely was a great miracle to feed so 
many with so little, but there is another 
miracle in this incident I have never seen 
mentioned —an even greater miracle, since 
it deals with that most stubborn of all 
human traits — “bull-headedness.” 

Luke says in chapter nine, verse fourteen, 
the 5,000 were made to “sit down by fifties 
in a company.” This crowd was an ex- 
cited, milling, Oriental mob, tired and hun- 
gry. In a jiffy they were organized into 
no less than 100 companies. And not by 
soldiers but by fishermen ostensibly, but in 
the opinion of this present writer, the An- 
gel of the Lord Department (the depart- 
ment I am hoping to get a job in). 

Listen! If you cannot say “Amen” to 
this opinion of mine you have never tried 
to handle a big bunch of men who are ex- 
citable as are Orientals. In fact; did you 
ever see a group of 5,000 men out in a field 
unorganized, no benches or bleachers to 
guide? Think of trying to get such a 
crowd set off into little parties of fifty, and 
a hundred such parties! 


Wasters.—He said unto his disciples, 
Gather up the fragments (v. 12). “Nature 
abhors a vacuum,” you were told when you 
studied physics. Nature also abhors waste 
just as heartily. The food came so easily 
and so cheaply, why bother with “left- 
overs”? God does not permit waste. 

As I write, I have just returned from 
the New Jersey seashore. I was struck 
with how: Mother Nature was doing her 
best with the great barren sand dunes. Over 
them she was. spreading a considerable 
green mantle, and at places not withovt 
pinkish floral decorations. Oh, yes, they 
call them “weeds.” A weed is said to be 


a plant whose use is not yet discovered. 
Our tomato was once a weed, just as un- 
promising as the May apple today. 

Let a farmer fail to cultivate a field and 
how promptly the Dee sisters, Dandelion 
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and Daisy, will move in on him, with Wild 
Mustard as an attendant. But let Mr. 
Farmer plow and sow clover and that 
clover will reach out and gather from the 
air the nitrogen God has there for a fer- 
tilizer, and make what was waste land 
fruitful gardens. That is how Germany re- 
claimed wide acres of waste land. 

Fortunes are made in working up and 
over waste stuff. The gas tar that used 
to be thrown away has been found a rich 
storehouse for things of great value, as 
every one now knows. 

Many useful things can be done with 
waste fragments of time. I read Knicker- 
bocker’s “History of New York’ aloud at 
night in Old Siwash while Corlies, my 
roommate, was getting ready for bed— 
How Washington Irving used to laugh us 
to sleep as he told of the Old Dutchmen 
and their adventures! 

In El Nidito, all over the house, on 
every table there are books in the reading, 
before final rest on the shelves. You see, 
folks don’t always come prompily at the 
call, “Dinner is served,” or when the break- 
fast gong sounds. So while we wait we 
read a paragraph or a page, and perhaps a 
chapter. The Bible is a capital book for 
a good morsel in an idle moment. 

These notes are written on small pieces 
of time in restaurant and office while wait- 
ing. I use a penny notebook that fits an 
upper coat pocket, and in its folds of cheap 
paper these notes are born. I always have 
my “knitting” with me, as I call my book- 
let. So when you get into this Corner you 
are in the “waste places”! (Matt. 21: 19; 
Isa. 51: 3.) 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 








Notes from a 
Layman's Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















A Side Light on the Lesson in This Issue 


«¢°T-HEN those men, when they had seen 
the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is 
of a truth that prophet, that should come 
into the world” (John 6:14). So they 
sought to “take him by force, to make him 
a king.” They left out the middle term 
of the series, “prophet, priest, and king.’ 
Our Lord, therefore, in order to be faithfu 
to the divine program and to his sacrificia 
mission evaded them and went to to oros 
“the mountain.” After he had fulfilled his 
mission as victim-priest, he again appeared 
on the mountain, probably the same, well- 
remembered mountain (Matt, 28:16) and 
made his kingly announcement: “All power 
is given unto me in heaven and in earth.” 
“Being in the form of God,” he though 
it not usurpation, a thing to be seized, har- 
pagmon, “to be equal with God” (Phil. 2: 
6). This “seizing by force,” harpaszein, to 
make him King, is the same word. He who 
was God by divine right did not need vio- 
lent help to an earthly throne. 


ve 


I say my prayers as the Jews eat the 
Passover, in haste. And whereas in bodily 
actions motion .is the cause of heat; clean 
contrary, the more .speed I make in my 
prayers the colder I am in my devotion.— 
Andrew Fuller. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: His Creative Power. 

Discussion: How does it help a Christian 
teday to know that Jesus worked miracles? 

Objective: Letting his 
through. 


power come 











AY, fellows, perhaps the most impres- 

sive fact about our Lord Jesus Christ 
is his creative power. It staggers the im- 
agination when we try to take in the 
thought that he created the universe — 
from the tiniest microscopic organism, func- 
tioning with all the intricate processes of 
life, stomach, liver and lungs, and blood 
system to the farthest planets hundreds of 
times bigger than our earth and many 
thousands of light years away, ranging in 
their orbits with clocklike precision, and 
with all the vast multitude of stars and 
things, little and big, in infinite variety, in 
perfect order, between — and all created 
out of nothing! (John 1:3; Col. 1: 16.) 
This is creative power beyond the nth 
degree. But it helps us to know with what 
ease the Lord, by a word, put a man on 


his feet, carrying his bed, who had been | 


a helpless paralytic for thirty-eight years. 
He had in that case at least a human be- 
ing to start with, a human being willing 
to co-operate with him. Surely, one who 
could by the word of his power create all 
things out of nothing would have no diffi- 
culty making a helpless cripple walk. Also 
we have here the feeding of the five thou- 
sand — overfeeding them with five barley 
cakes and two small fishes—a great mir- 
acle. And yet when we realize that the 
Lord created out of nothing the first grain 
of wheat from which all the wheat bread 
ever baked since the world began has come, 
the matter of making a few thousand loaves 
out of five, as well as the multiplication. of 
the fishes, seems almost commonplace if 
quantity alone is considered. 

If there is one thing that is clearly es- 
tablished, it is the fact that the Lord Jesus 
has the power to create and to recreate: 
i. e., to bring life even out of death. 

Fellows, where these two miracles touch 
you and me with wondering interest is at 
the point where the human element comes 
in. Unless a poor cripple had been willing 
to rise upon his legs when the Lord told 
him to take up his bed and’ walk, all the 
creative power used in his case, would have 
gone for nothing. Unless a boy had been 
willing to give up his five loaves and two 
fishes, all the bread and meat creating power 
of Jesus Christ, in that case, would have 
gone for nought, and the multitude would 
have returned home hungry. It would have 
been a great pity if that boy had said what 
he had was too little; therefore he would 
eat it himself. It is not important to the 
Lord Jesus Christ whether what you have 
to offer to him for service be much or lit- 
tle; the paramount thing is that you give 
it to him. Then he works the miracie, and 
you gasp at the wonder of it. 

Jonathan said to his armor-bearer on that 
notable occasion when just the two of them 
approached the Philistine garrison: “There 
is no restraint to the Lord to save by. many 
or by few’ (1 Sam. 14:6), and a. victory 
over great odds was wrought that day 
when the two trusting fellows climbed the 
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steep rock and put the whole garrison to 
flight. David had.only a sling in his hand; 
the giant had a great spear and a great 
sword and was armored and trained from 
his youth to fight. But the difference was 
that the giant worshiped an idol, and David 
was a servant of the Lord. God put his 
mighty power in David’s sling, and all the 
Philistine army was routed. 

Fellows, stop looking at the little you 
have and fix your eyes upon Jesus Christ. 
He is the all-sufficient one. 


Los ANGELES, CAL. 
w 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. Evelyn M. McClusky 
Director of The Miracle Book Clubs 


HY did the Lord Jesus work mir- 
acles ? 

For the very same reason that God 
worked miracles through Moses: To show 
the world the Heaven-sent deliverer. 

“For the works which the Father hath 
given me to finish, the same works that I 
do, bear witness of me, that the Father 
hath sent me” (John 5:36). Have you 
ever listed the phrases in the Gospel of 
John where the Lord Jesus declares he is 
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Lesson for January 24 


sent from Heaven? Such as: “I am from 
above” (8:23), “I go unto him that sent 
me” (7:33), and 6:33, 38, 40; 7:16, 28, 
29; 16:5, 27-30; 17:8, and others. 

Notice throughout the comparison of the 
miracles through Moses and through the 
Lord Jesus the evidence showing that the 
works were from the power of the same 
Creator. Moses was to deliver God’s chosen 
ones from the bondage of Egypt into the 
Promised Land; the Lord Jesus was to 
deliver from the bondage of the Evil One, 
who has the power of death, into the eter- 
nal safety of God’s love and almighty 
power. For this reason we see so frequent 
a mention of the purpose of the Lord Jesus 
to deliver from the power of death: “I 
will raise him up the last day” (John 6: 
40-44; 5:24, 28; 8:36; 11: 25-27). Even 
death cannot hold one away from the face 
of her Creator. 

And there is no need of being afraid to 
face our Creator, when we believe that 
his love sent a Saviour who saves unto the 
uttermost. He would not speak of it as 
eternal, or everlasting life, if it were a 
matter of probation depending upon our 
power or our goodness. We have no power 
to perform the miraculous. Some people 
think they are to perform the miracle of 
self-preservation, and so they discount and 
dishonor God. All the glory belongs to 
HIM. He saves sinners, keeps sinners, and 
shall purify and present sinners transformed 
by his power. The greatest miracle of all 
is that he should love us and give us new 
birth into his glorious likeness, simply on 
the ground of his shed blood, his body 
broken for us. And we feast upon his 
broken body, through the Word of God, and 
now, as we read, it is made spirit and life 
unto us! This is a miracle indeed and we 
could not understand it apart from his 
Spirit. 

How great a miracle it is that our Cre- 
ator God gives us the spiritual sight to 
BELIEVE that Jesus is the Saviour sent 
from Heaven. So the Creator touches our 
clay and we are created anew. (John 2: 11, 
23; 4: 48; 5: 20, 36, 46, 47; 6:2, 14,47; 7: 
31.) 

OAKLAND, CALtr. 


we 
For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Material: The lad’s funch—five buns 

and two small fish, either real or artificial. 

Have cards in shape of loaf of bread. 











OW many of you take your lunch to 

school? Ever so many of you do, I 
know. And almost all of you have taken 
a lunch to a picnic. I think that is just 
what this lunch. was, in our lesson today, a 
boy’s picnic lunch. He had heard about 
Jesus, and saw the great crowds going out 
to the grassy slopes by the lake, and I can 
almost hear him asking his mother to 
put up a lunch for him so he could go, 
too. 

So along with the crowd went the little 
lad. And it was a great crowd, about five 
thousand men, and an unnumbered host of 
women and children. It must have been 
almost lunch time when Jesus saw this 
crowd ccming, for he said to Philip, one 
of his disciples, ““Where can we buy bread 
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for these people to eat?” Jesus really asked 
Philip to see what he would say, for the 
Lord knew what He was going to do. 

Philip began to figure how much bread 
it would take to feed them, and just then 
Andrew came up and told them there was 
a lad there with five barley loaves and 
two small fishes, and he knew that wouldn’t 
be anything in such a crowd. 

But Jesus told the disciples to have the 
crowd sit down on the grass, and then he 
gave thanks, and gave the loaves and the 
fishes to the disciples to feed the people. 
And there was enough to feed all the peo- 
ple, and twelve baskets of left-overs were 
gathered up after they were through. 

I know that boy’s heart just thrilled with 
love for the Lord. He must have loved 
him a little, when Andrew learned about 
the lunch, for he was willing to give what 
he had to the Lord. But when the Lord 
Jesus Christ used his little gift, and mul- 
tiplied it more than five thousand times, 
— wouldn’t YOU be thrilled? 

Did you know the Lord still does the 
same things? Give him what you have, and 
see what he does to it, and with it. 

Monesto, CALIF. 





[ Children at Home 


Winter Dawn 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


HE dawn came slowly, bringing in one 

of those rare, windless winter days when 
the air is pale blue and silver and the 
woods are all sepia and green with an 
overtone of faint violet. 

In the east the sky was tawny orange and 
smoky carmine, smouldering into crim- 
son. The first rays of the rising sun 
touched with a pallid flame the topmost 
boughs of the pines and melted the white 
frost that lay upon the withered grass and 
umber ferns. 

Haverford Pond was covered with a film 
of ice like black satin, and from a little 
sand bar, the color of raw silk, I suddenly 
heard the plaintive call of a killdeer, and 
three of those plover with double black 
rings around their snowy breasts rose into 
the pale-turquoise sky. As I watched their 
flight above the trees, I suddenly saw the 
black, fringed wings of a turkey vulture 
sailing serenely above the world and won- 
dered for the thousandth time what those 
strange, grim birds find to feed upon in 
the depths of winter. 

Always when I see a vulture, winter or 
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summer, I stare at its tail in the hope 
that I may spy one of those rare visitors 
from the South, the black vulture, which 
has a broad tail, entirely different from 
the long, slim one of our common turkey 
vulture. 

Then, as I passed on, I suddenly heard 
a familiar rattling call, and across the 
pond flew a blue-gray kingfisher with its 
big head and ragged crest. That one had 
a single broad breast-band, and I knew 
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We Agree With 
a Great Educator 


Who said, “1 thoroughly believe in a uni- 

versity education for both men and women ; 

but I believe a knowledge of the Bible with- 

out a college course is more valuable than 
a college course without the Bible.’ 


But Stony Brook doesn’t stop there. It 
goes one step further. We feel that to know 


the Bible is an indispensable. part of a 
liberal education. 


Stony Brook’s boys take regular Bible 
courses taught by a department of three 
men, led by the Headmaster himself. At 
Stony Brook the study of the Bible has been 
made a required part of the college prepara- 
tory curriculum. This subject has received 
official approval by the Regents of the Uni- 
versity of the State of New York. 


Bible study at Stony Brook is not a mere 
literary study. It is taught so that boys may 
know the Bible not for facts alone, but to 
know better the living Christ who is the 
Theme of the Book. 


A remarkable school? Yes. Do you wish 
to know more about it—of its history, its 
courses, its results? Have you a boy to 
educate? Has your neighbor? Will you help 
support this great work? 


For a catalogue or more information 
address the Headmaster. 
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that it was a male, as the female has 
two. 

That kingfisher, along with a crafty old 
herring gull, haunts Haverford Pond all 
through the winter, feeding on the gold- 
fish which swarm in the murky water. 
Only when the pond freezes over do those 
two birds depart, to return whenever there 
is open water. 

I started on toward Haverford Woods, 
noting with some satisfaction that already 
at the dawn of that winter day I had scored 
three birds which ought by rights to have 
been in the South, 

I followed a little road which led through 
a preliminary patch of woods and came 
to a barren hillside which a lover of Hav- 
erford College had set out to trees only a 
few scant years ago. Already it is a 
forest of towering pines and spruces and 
hemlocks, and I made my way among 
the frosted needies, following a narrow 
trail and feeling as if I were lost in a 
jungle. ‘ 

As I came out by the brook which skirts 
the woods, I heard a note something like 
that of the chickadee, and there in front 
of me was a tufted titmouse with his sleek, 
drab crest and tawny patches on either 
flank, ; 

The edge of the eastern horizon show- 
ing above the woods was old ivory, dark- 
ened with rust-red against which the brown 
blur of the leafless trees was etched in sepia 
and lavender. When I reached the main 
woods the trunks of the white oaks were 
tea-color, and the towering tulip poplars 
showed plum-black, 

As I entered the forest I turned to take 
one backward took at the eastern sky, and 
above the rising sun showed a long stretch 
of ice-green cloud. 

Once in the woods, there was a silence 
broken only by the crunching of the snow 
beneath my feet. Then I heard the grunt 
of a white-breasted nuthatch and the rattling 
call of a downy woodpecker with its down- 
ward cadence. On the other side of the 
woods was the remains of an old orchard, 
and as I approached it I heard a call which 
set my blood tingling. It is curious how 
one will remember for years on end a single 
bird-note, and that one took me back to 
a day in the Barrens when I first made 
the acquaintance of a glorious flock of eve- 
ning grosbeaks down from the North- 
west. 

What I heard in the Barrens twenty 
years ago were the same notes that I heard 
that winter morning in Haverford, a series 
of loud “pips” much like the note of an 
English sparrow. I hurried toward the 
sound, and there, under an apple tree, peck- 
ing at the seeds of winter-killed apples, was 
a single bird with a forked tail, mottled 
black and white wings, and a greenish- 
yellow back and breast —a female evening 
grosbeak, I wished with all my heart that 
I could see a male, all white and gold and 
black. 

That one looked up as I came near and 
showed her heavy, greenish-white bill and 
the yellow ring around her eyes, which 
gave her a strange spectacled appearance, 
When I came a little too near, with another 
loud “pip” she flew away, and I went back 
to breakfast feeling, as always, that an hour 
at dawn is spent far more profitably in the 
woods than in bed. 


Haverrorp, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 31. What Do I Know about My 
Church? 1 Tim. 3: 14-16. (Beginning Christian 
Endeavor Week, Denominational Day.) 


Sunday, January 24 
How May We Work for a Fairer 


Distribution of Wealth? 
(Prov. 4:1-7; 1 Tim. 6:17-19) 





Mon.—Dangers of riches (Ezek. 28 : 1-10). 

Tues.—Money-getters (Jas. 5 : 1-6). 

Wed.—Keep the heart free (Psa. 62 : 10-12). 

Thurs.—The cry of the poor (Prov. 21 : 13). 

Fri.—Right use of riches (Luke 16 : 9-12). 

Sat.—The down-trodden poor (Amos 5: 
11-15). 











HE late Dan Crawford, well known 

missionary to Africa, was once telling 
of the advance in South Africa of a cer- 
tain kind of civilization, —the kind that 
brings drink, gambling, and all the rest 
with it. “It was down that way,” he said, 
“when I was starting out for England, 
down by the railway head, where I and 
my black friends bade each other good-by. 
Oh, how they looked at that railway! 
Then they asked me to explain to them 
about some of the things belonging to our 
so-called civilization. So I began gushing 
about our wonderful civilization. How 
they looked and listened! As I went on 
telling them of automobiles, submarines, 
airplanes, and everything else, trying to 
draw a wonderful look from them, I 
noticed one man with an uncomfortable 
look in his eyes. I could see he was wait- 
ing for me the way a cat waits for a rat. 
Finally he said, as I stopped, ‘Are you fin- 
ished?’ And then, dear friends, he punc- 
tured my tire with a bang. I will never 
forget it. He said, ‘To be better off is 
not to be better.’ ” 

4 

The Lord Jesus, during his earthly min- 
istry, showed a constant concern’ and com- 
passion for the poor. He knew what it 
was to be poor. From his birth to his 
death he had little or nothing of what this 
world considers worth-while possessions. 
Yet he never started a movement for equal 
distribution of wealth, nor did he teach his 
disciples that such was desirable. He 
knew infinitely better than we can know 
that, despite all the evils and unfairness 
and inequality that exist where great 
wealth and extreme poverty live side by 
side, mankind in general can stand pov- 
erty far better than wealth. Unless the 
heart is changed, the possession of money 
or wealth becomes merely the opportunity 
for greater self-indulgence and sin. Within 
a few short years wealth, equally distrib- 
uted, would again be in the hands of a 
few, and those who have possessed it 
would be the poorer because of the evil 
temporary riches had brought them. 


oe 
However, the Lord Jesus did speak in 
no uncertain terms concerning those who, 
by means of their wealth, oppress the poor, 
or who indulge their’ own lusts with no 
concern for their fellow men. The par- 


January 9, 1937 


able of the rich fool in Luke 12 carries 
this teaching. When a wealthy young Jew 
came seeking eternal life, the Lord Jesus 
saw that his love of money stood in his 
way, and told him to get rid of it and 
distribute it among the needy, not so that 
there might be an equal showing of wealth, 
but because, in this young man’s case, the 
love of money had usurped the place that 
rightly belonged to God. 
$4 

Likewise, in the Epistles, we find re- 
peated teachings concerning the proper 
use of money. Believers are warned, not 
against the possession of money or wealth, 
but against the love of it (1 Tim. 6:9, 
10). Believers are enjoined to give lib- 
erally (2 Cor. 9:8, 11); to give in pro- 
portion to the manner in which God has 
prospered them (1 Cor. 16:2); to give 
cheerfully or hilariously, not because of 
some rule or law or regulation (2 Cor. 
9:7); and to do good to all men, but espe- 
cially unto them who are of ‘the household 
of faith (Gal. 6:10). 

Those who have money are warned 
against high-mindedness vor pride, and 
against trusting in riches instead of God 
(1 Tim. 6:17). The Lord Jesus, you 
will remember, also taught how hard it 
was for a rich man to enter the Kingdom 
of Heaven, not because wealth in itself 
was evil or wrong, but because of the 
temptations it brings to forget God. 


bd 

We also find in the New Testament the 
charge to masters or employers to pay a 
fair and just wage (Col. 4:1); not to 
oppress servants or employees (Deut. 24: 
14); not to withhold wages (Jas. 5:4); 
and to treat employees with forbearance, 
and with recognition of the fact that God 
is their master, just as they may be the 
temporary employer or master of others. 


ye 

The practical outworking of these teach- 
ings we find in the example of the Chris- 
tians. of the early Church. Those who had 
property sold certain portions of it and 
those who had wealth brought certain 
amounts and gave it to the general fund 
from which the poor of their number had 
their needs supplied. Thus will it ever be 
where hearts are yielded to the Lord Jesus 
and his love and consideration are reaching 
out through his Christian stewards to others 
who have need. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Chips from a 
Golden Gate Workshop 


(Continued from page 23) 


and that is the highest function of the Chris- 
tian teacher. The power which seized and 
held the vast crowds that heard him lay 
chiefly in his sympathy with the mind of 
the Spirit, which he had attained by years 
of loving a prayerful study of the Scrip- 
ture!” 

Moorehouse, Bible lovers of the Moody 
Centennial salute thee, and call thee blessed! 
We shall not forget your love for the 
Book. Nor can we forget your last two 
years, when, warned of your death, you let 
God have everything in you! And with a 
poor, broken body you yourself distributed 
120,000 Bibles and Testaménts, which with 
books and tracts you gave away summed 
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Lesson for January 24 


up in those closing months to “2,100,000 
messages from Heaven to poor, guilty, and 
lost sinners.” 

tk ok * oe 


Oh, friend reader, let me now step right 
out of these paragraphs, grasp your hand, 
look into your eye, and ask: “If Moorehouse 
could do it, and Moody could do it, why 
can’t we?” 


(Dr. Day’s concluding chapter will be 
“His Word Was in My Tengue.”) 





Teacher Training Questions 
By Clarence H. Benson 


Secretary of th 
Evangelical Teacher Treinen Association 





Once a month in this department Mr. Ben- 
son, who is also the Director of the Christian 
Education Course of the Moody Bible Institute, 
answers questions having to do with the 
whole field of teacher training. Please keep 
your questions as brief as possible, and limit 
them to your actual experiences and problems, 
addressing them to: Teacher Training Depart- 
ment, The Sunday School Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. (Books men- 
tioned in this department may be ordered from 
the Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden 
Street, Philadelphia. 
Is it possible to teach the Bible and still aim 
our instruction directly at the greatest life needs 
of the pupil?—A. R. M. 


yes Bible-centered and life-centered 
lessons are not the impossibility that 
sO many present-day leaders in religious 
education imagine. No matter whether you 
are teaching the Bible or any other subject, 
the educational process is not complete un- 
til there be appropriation and application 
as well as acquisition and assimilation of 
truth. It is not life-centered lessons that 
are needed so much as training classes in 
which the teacher may be instructed and 
drilled in making application of Bible truths. 
This is perhaps the most vital instruction 
that is given in the Preliminary Training 
Course of the Evangelical Teacher Train- 
ing Association. 
* 





Could we not have more temperance lessons? 
Is it not important that children and adolescents 
be instructed in this subject?—E. T. C. 


T IS important that the church and Sun- 

day school give instruction on temper- 
ance, but the insertion of unrelated lessons 
frequently destroys the continuity of study 
upon a protracted theme and thus weakens 
the interest of the pupil. A good teacher 
will not wait for a special occasion to give 
instruction on temperance, but will seek to 
find applications in every lesson to bring 
home constantly not only this truth, but 
many others that are important for the 
building up of character. 





Where can I get help in illustrating the les- 
son?—F, M. D. 


OST lesson helps contain some illus- 

trations in connection with the instruc- 
tion, but seldom if ever are lesson writers 
able to provide material that is compre- 
hensible and useful for all ages and con- 
ditions. It is best for the teacher to keep 
a file or scrapbook in which material he 
has diligently gathered from one source or 
another can always be at his disposal. The 
entire subject of illustrating the lesson is 
of such vital importance that if it is im- 
possible for the Sunday schogl teacher to 
enroll in one of the courses of the Evan- 
gelical Teacher Training Association, we 
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would recommend the purchase of Lester 
B. Mathewson’s excellent book, “The Illu- 
tration,” which has just come off the press 
(Fleming H. Revell, New York, $3. It 
may be ordered from the Times Book Serv- 
ice, 1721 Spring Garden Street, Philadel- 
phia; please add 10 cents for postage.) 
Many teachers find “The Illustration Round 
Table,” published each week in the T1MEs, 
very valuable. In this department are given 
incidents taken from many sources and illus- 
trating several of the Scripture texts in 
each Sunday school lesson. In this issue it 
is on page 26. \ 





What kind of Bible would you recommend for 
a child? Is the New Testament sufficient?— 
M. A. RB. 

E DO not feel that it is advisable that 

a child shouid be limited to a Testa- 
ment or special editions of the Bible that 
have eliminated large portions. The omis- 
sions in these shorter Bibles may lead the 
child in later life to believe that they were 
of less importance. A complete Bible with 
flexible leather binding and contents printed 
in large type is preferable. It need have 
neither references nor helps, but colored il- 
lustrations will greatly enhance its attractive- 
ness, while maps will-be found useful in the 
Sunday school class. <A fine, profusely 
illustrated Bible of this kind is published 
by the Collins’ Clear-Type Press, New 
York, for $2. It may be ordered from the 
Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden 
Street Philadelphia; please add 10 cents 
for postage. ) 

we 


The Preaching That Brings Revival 
(Continued from page 20) 


their own spirits. Some things pleasing to 
the minister may be deficient in nourish- 
‘ment for the Lord’s sheep. Balanced 
preaching is the best preaching. Ministers 
never more needed to make known “what 
is the riches of the glory of this mystery 
. .. Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 
1:27). If we preach this, warning every 
man, and teaching every man in all wis- 
dom ; we shall then be able to present every 
man perfect in Christ Jesus, that is, if 
we labor, striving according to his work- 
ing, which worketh in us mightily (Col. 
I: 27-29). 

6. Revival sermons must be hammered 
out in the presence of God.—This was 
the grand secret of Elijah’s power. Our 
Lord Jesus received his messages from 
heaven. “He wakeneth morning by morn- 
ing, he wakeneth my ear to hear as the 
learned” (Isa. 50:4). Paul preached in 
words that the Holy Ghost taught (1 Cor. 
2:13). Doctrines must be borrowed from 
Christ. By plagiarizing the words of Holy 
Scripture, ministers come into power. 
“Preach the word!” (2 Tim. 4:2.) Re- 
vival preachers have been with the Lord 
Jesus and learned of him. Men who come 
from God are the only ones who have power 
to move men and women to God. 

7. Revival preaching is preaching al- 
ways in supernatural power.—lIt is 
preaching “with the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven” (1 Pet. 1:12). The speech 
and preaching will not be “with enticing 
words of man’s wisdom,” but it will be “in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power” ; 
so that faith will not “stand in the wis- 
dom of men, but in the power of God” (1 
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Cor. 2:4, 5). Any form of preaching that 
-prevents the Spirit of God from giving 
his own witness, however brilliant it may be 
and however filled with Scriptural truth 
its sentences may be, will be impotent. The 
motives, spirit, purposes, designs, and de- 
livery must be such as God can own and 
bless. Such preaching will not be in vain. 
It will not be daubing with untempered 
mortar. It will be as a voice crying in 
the wilderness. It will prosper in the thing 
whereunto God sent it. Servants of the 
Most High God, filled with the Spirit, by 
reasoning and showing, disputing and per- 
suading, keeping back nothing that is profit- 
able to their hearers, as stewards of God’s 
mysteries, cannot fail. Such mighty spir- 
itual weapons will pull down strongholds. 

Sermons that do their work through God, 
being saturated with prayer, will search 
hearts, convict of sin, and lead the multi- 
tudes to repentance. Such preaching is in- 
dispensable to the progress of Christianity. 
We of ourselves are not sufficient for, this. 
Ability to preach savingly comes through 
the ministration of the Spirit. Divine aid 
is absolutely necessary for spiritual power. 
Sermons move hearers Godward when they 
move us. They move the will, the monitor 
of the soul. The Spirit always uses men 
and means to effect regeneration. It is 
essential that the minister shall be the man 
God can use, and that his ministry shall be 
along the lines that God can bless. With- 
out instruction, alarm, invitation, promise, 
and persuasion, in the power of the Spirit, 
sermons will produce no results. 

The crying need of the hour is for men 
of God, preaching the Word of God, in the 
irresistible power of the Spirit of God. 
Such men are made out of men of like 
passions as we are, and such divine power 
is always made perfect in weakness. “He 
giveth power to the faint; and to them that 
have no might he increaseth strength. Even 
the youths shall faint and be weary, and the 
young men shall utterly fall: But they that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings 
as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; 
and they shall walk, and not faint” (Isa. 
40: 29-31). 

ve 


The very first thing that happened after 
the news reached Heaven of the fall of 
man, was that God came straight down to 
seck out the lost one. As he walked through 
the garden in the cool of the day, he might 
have been heard calling, “Adam! Adam! 
Where art thou?” It was the voice of 
grace, of mercy, and of love. Adam ought 
to have taken the seeker’s place, for he was 
the transgressor. He had fallen, and he 
ought to have gone up and down Eden cry- 
ing, “My God! My God! Where art thou?” 
But.God left Heaven to seek through the 
dark world for the rebel who had fallen — 
not to hurl him from the face of the eurth, 
but to plan for him a way cf escape from 
the misery of his sin. And He found him. 
—D. L. Moody. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M, Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


January 18 to 24 


Mon.—John §: 2-9, Christ Heals the Sick. 

PrayYeER SuGcEsTions: “A great multitude 
of the infirm” (marg.). When our Lord 
visited the infirmary known as “The House 
of Loving-kindness” (Bethesda), he set us 
a lifetime example. In Matthew 25 he 
stresses the fact that the matter of the 
visitation of the sick will come up for re- 
view. Christ is still grieved for the afflic- 
tion of our souls and bodies. Pray for all 
the children of God who are on beds of 
sickness. 


Tues.—John 6: 8-15. Christ Feeds the Hungry. 

Prayer Succestions: “They were filled.” 
When Christ provides, there is always 
“bread enough and to spare.” He satisfieth 
the longing soul and filleth the hun- 
gry with good things. Feeding the multi- 
tudes has to be done through human instru- 
mentalities. Distributors are brought into 
closest relationship with the miracle-work- 
ing Lord, and with the multitudes. Give 
souls as much of the bread of heaven as 
you will. “Feed my sheep!” Pray for a 
clearer vision of your responsibility to the 
Lord as a distributor of the Bread of Life. 


Wed.—John 5 : 19-29. One with the Father. 

Prayer SucGcestions: “I and my Father 
are one” (John 10:30). The Father and 
the Son are one in nature and essence. This 
unity is to our finite minds a great mystery. 
The fact of the unity of the triune God 
appears in many statements and ways in 
the Scriptures. At Christ’s baptism the 
Father spoke from Heaven, the Son stood 
in the water, and the Spirit descended upon 
him in the form of a dove. At Stephen’s 
martyrdom Christ stood at the Father’s 
right hand, while the Spirit revealed the 
glorious sight to the dying martyr. Blessed 
God, one in three, and three in one! Pray 
for a@ deeper experience of the _trinitarian 
benediction in your own life (2 Cor. 13: 
14). 
Thurs.—Matthew 9°: 32-38. 

The Compassion of Jesus. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Moved with com- 
passion.” Our Lord was always moved by 
the sight of a muititude. Teeming popula- 
tions drew heavily upon his tender heart. 
He who went about doing good and heal- 
ing all that were oppressed of the Devil 
would have our hearts filled with his own 
love, pity, and sympathy for the multitudes 
that are as sheep without a shepherd. Pray 
that the emotions of his loving heart may 
surge through yours when you see myriads 
of the eternity-bound sons of men. 


Fri—John 6: 22-33. Heavenly Manna. 

Prayer Succestions: “The bread of 
God.” Material bread is for material 
bodies; but Christ the spiritual bread is 
for the soul. The sustenance of the body 
is as perishable as the body itself; but the 
food for the soul endureth forever. It is 
the “meat which endureth unto everlast- 
ing life.” “Bread of heaven, feed me ’til 
I want no more.” “He that eateth my 
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flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in 
me, and I in him” (v. 56). Pray to know 
more fully the meaning of Christ’s words: 
“T am that bread of life.” 
Sat.—Matthew 25 : 31-40. 
The Spirit of Helpfulness. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Ye did it not.” 
God’s eyes search both our hearts and our 
practices. “I am he which searcheth the 
reins and hearts” (Rev. 2:23). “God 
looked down from heaven upon the children 
of men, to see if there were any that did 
understand, that did seek God. ... There 
is none that doeth good, no, not one” (Psa. 
53:2, 3). Sinners will be judged by their 
omissions as well as commissions. If God 
enters into judgment with any man he must 
condemn him. “All have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God.” Man’s only 
shelter is the “Rock of Ages.” Pray for 
your unsaved loved ones. 


Sun.—Psalm 146 : 5-10. God’s Goodness. 

Prayer Succestions: “I will make all 
my goodness pass before thee” (Exod. 33: 
19). God is abundant in goodness. “He is 
good; for his mercy enc-xeth for ever.” 
The earth is full of his goodness. Let us 
praise the Lord for his goodness, and for 
his‘ works to the children of men. How 
great is the sum of them! “The Lord is 
good, a strong hold in the day of trouble” 
(Nah, 1:7). Pray for a deeper knowledge 
of “God is love.” 
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